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(Johm 14: 1) 


heaven” (John 3:12) 








“What and if ye shall 
see the Son of Man ascend 
up where he was before?” 
(John 6: 62) 


“I ascend unto my 
Father, and your Father” 
(John 20: 17) 


From thence he shall “Behold, he cometh with 
come to judge the quick clouds” (Rev. 1: 7) 
and the dead “I will come again” 
(John 14: 3) 


“(The Father] hath 
given him authority to ex- 
ecute judgment” (John 5: 
27) 


“He which testifieth these 
things saith, Surely I come 
quickly” (Rev. 22: 20) 


I believe in the Holy The doctrine of the Spirit 
Ghost is essentially Johannine 
(John 14 and 15) ~ 


“I will pray the Father 
and he shall give you an- 
other Comforter” (John 
‘14: 16) 


The seventeenth chapter 
of John is a prayer for the 
apostolic church: “Neither 
pray I for these alone, but 
for them also which shall 
believe on me through their 
word” (John 17: 20) 


“And hast redeemed us 
to God by thy blood out 
of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and 
nation” (Rev. 5:9; 7:9- 
17) 

The Communion of “Holy Father, keep 
Saints through thine own name 
those whom thou hast given 
me, that they may be one” 

(John 17: 11) 


“We know that we have 
passed from death unto life, 
because we love the breth- 
ren” (1 John 3: 14) 


So in the Revelation the 
use of the word “saints.” 
The prayers of the saints, 
8:4 and 5:8; the patience 
of the saints, 13:10 an 
14:12; the sufferings of 
the saints, 16:6 and 187 
24; the reward of the 
saints, 11: 18. 


The holy Catholic Church 


“Whose soever sins ye 
remit, they are remitted 
unto them’ (John 20: 23) 


The Forgiveness of sins 


The Resurrection of the “I will raise him up at 
body the last day” (John 6: 54) 
And the Life Everlasting. “He that believeth on me 
hath everlasting life” (John 

6: 47) 

We are familiar with tirades against creeds. The 
French liberal, Coquerel, the younger, called the Apos- 
tles’ Creed “an iron collar forged by the Catholic 
Church for the restraint of all who wish to believe 
ireely or even evangelically.” Not so, says Professor 
Westphal. “It-is the most reliable document, after the 
New Testament, for the establishment of the elements 
of the faith. It was brought forth from the New 
Testament and breathes the atmosphere of the New 
Testament, of the whole New Testament and nothing 
but the New Testament.” 

In the apostolic times the evangelical faith was not 
thought of as a gnosis which every one constructed ac- 
cording to his philosophy and temperament, but as a 
doctrine born of a person, a divine revelation, a canon 
of truth. 

Paul in his letter to the Romans (6:17) congratu- 
lates them that they have obeyed from the heart that 
rule of doctrine which was delivered them. Yet Paul 
had not been in Rome. He is presumably referring to 
some. résumé of doctrine circulating in the scattered 
churches of the newborn Christendom. The rule of 
doctrine was not amorphous (shapeless) and malleable, 
but fixed. It was the swmbolon strativtikon, the oath 
of the soldier, the declaration by which the spiritual 
soldier entered into the militia Christi. The word 
sumbolum, or symbol, in the ancient world also meant 
a passport. The Apostles’ Creed, then, can be thought 
of as a Christian’s papers, identifying his citizenship 
in the heavenly kingdom. 

And in the days of Imperial Rome this passport was 
a dangerous thing to carry. To confess “Jesus Christ 
his only Son, our Lord” was the equivalent of repudi- 
ating the kurios kaisar (The Lord Cesar). Separatus 
was told to swear by our Lord the Emperor. He died 
a martyr for replying: “I recognize no kingdom of 
this world. I adhere only to my Lord, the King of 
kings and Emperor of mankind.” The Christian who 
declared with the Apostles’ Creed that he had but one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, risked his head every time he 
passed an image of the Roman emperor without bow- 
ing. 
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Why Should We Doubt Evolution? 


This is a clipping from the War Cry of November 
5, 1932, which is part of a radio address by Dr. 
Frederick K. Stamm, pastor of Clinton Avenue Con- 
gregational Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. I wish you 
would give your opinion through the pages of your 
paper. Am a subscriber of this splendid paper and 
never fail to read it from covc« to cover, and always 
feel that it was time well spent. Yours for the whole 
Gospel contained in the Bible which is the Word 
of God.—A California reader. | 


The clipping of the radio address is as follows: 


First of all, the desire for goodness is the thing 
that separates us from the brute creation. I do not 
know how anany people there are who are still afraid 
of the theory of evolution. But, judging from what 
I hear and see, there are still a great many who are 
afraid of it because they think it makes a person 
only a superior kind of monkey or ape. But why be 
afraid of it at all? The Bible very plainly says that 
God breathed his spirit into the dust, and man _ be- 
came a living soul. Does it make any great differ- 
ence how or when this was done? If we know that 
this happened, and that the Creator sifted the dust 
through plants and animals fer millions of years be- 
fore he thought it fine enough to mold into forms out 
of which should come his own likeness and image, 
isn’t that enough for us to make the theory of evo- 
lution dignify our conception of man? . 


It makes no difference at all what we believe God’s 
method of creation was, provided our belief does not 
contradict his Word. The theory of evolution flatly 
contradicts God’s Word, and that is why vast num- 
bers of intelligent Christians reject evolution. 

For evolution is a mere guess (wholly unsupported 
by any facts that science has yet discovered) that 
one species of life has gradually changed in an ascend- 
ing scale into another and higher species, and so on 
through long ages, with the result that the highest 
forms of life today are the evolutionary products or 
results of this constantly changing and ascending 
process. Some of the most noted of modern scientists 
have been honest enough to declare that evolution is 
an unproved theory, and that they must recognize it 
as such, to be held simply as an “act of faith” but 
not as proved by any scientific evidence. 

Even so, evolution might still be true unless God 
said it was not true. And God has said exactly that. 
In his inspired, inerrant, and authoritative record of 
creation, he. tells us that he made everything “after 
his kind,” “after their kind.” This expression, sharply 
delimiting the various forms and species of life, is 
repeated over and over again in the first chapter of 
Genesis, in connection with plant life, and animal life 
in the waters, and in the air, and on the earth. It 


occurs no less than ten diiierent times in the fifteen ~ 


verses describing the creative acts on the third, fourth, 
fifth, and sixth days of the creative week. When the 
Holy Spirit repeats a statement ten times, the fact 
thus reiterated must have some importance. God 
knew that the popular, plausible, and deceptive theory 
of evolution was going to captivate the minds of men, 
and in the very first chapter of the Scriptures he has 
given us an unmistakably piain declaration exposing 
its falsehood. 

When the time came for the creatian of man, an 
entirely different expression is used. God did not 
create man, like plants and animals, “after his kind,” 
but “God said, Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness.” Here again there is a sharp, crystal- 
clear distinction between the crigin of man and the 
origin of all other created liie. 

We cannot accept Genesis and evolution. If the 
theory of evolution is correct, Genesis is mistaken. 
ee is correct, the theory of evolution is mis- 
taken, 

Another fatal weakness in the evolutionary theory 
is the idea of continual ascent or improvement in all 
living things, resulting from a supposed natural force 
resident in all life. “Excelsior” is the modest motto 
of the protoplasm, the cytoplas:, the ameeba and other 
microscopic rhizopods, and all other lowly forms of 
life, as well as of every living thing in its higher or 
highest forms, man included. “Every day in every 
way,” from protoplasm to President-elect Roosevelt, 
“we are all getting better and better.” 

It doesn’t happen to be true. It is so obviously and 
ridiculously untrue that it is difficult go understand 
how intelligent people can believe it. For if there 
is one scientific truth that is completely established 
by now, it is that Nature, left to herself, never im- 
proves anything, but always degenerates. What hap- 
pens to a garden of the finest plants and flowers, an 
orchard of the finest fruits, a lawn of the finest grass, 
when left to themselves? Does evolution make the 
flowers and plants and fruit and grass better and 
finer? Or do they deteriorate unless watched and pro- 


tected and cultivated continually by some force en- 


DECEMBER 24, 1932 


tirely outside of themselves—a human gardener? 
Men talk complacently about the evolution of the 
human race, but the race is not producing today any 
such master minds or artists or sculptors or writers 
as were found in centuries or millenniums long past. 

Finally, if evolution were indeed true, we should not 
only need no Saviour, but we ought to be able to 
point to some modern man who would be an improve- 
ment on the Lord Jesus Christ. One hesitates to 
write such words or put them into print: but Chris- 
tian people ought to face the fact that this is what 
evolution logically requires. If evolution is true, then 
there never has been and never could be any fall of 
man. So the third chapter of Genesis as well as the 
first must be rejected by the consistent, intelligent 
evolutionist. Needless to say, the whole book of Gen- 
esis and the whole Bible are rejected by many con- 
sistent evolutionists. It is nothing less than a tragedy 
that Christian ministers do not realize this, but that, 
without intending to, they preach and teach a theory 
that rejects the Bible and denies the need of a 


Saviour. 
-— 
The Two Resurrections 


What is meant by the first and second resurrec- 
tions?—A Pennsylvania reader. 

There are two resurrections predicted in various 
passages of the New Testament, and there is a vast 
difference in the character of the two. In the first 
few verses of Revelation 20 we read of the beginning 
of the kingdom or millennial age, when the Lord 
Jesus Christ has returned in glory to this earth, has 
defeated the Beast and Antichrist and their armies, 
casting them “alive into a lake of fire burning with 
brimstone,” “has cast Satan down into the bottomless 
pit to be kept there bound for a thousand years; 
while those “that were beheaded for the witness of 
Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not 
worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had 
received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands . . . lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years. But the rest of the dead lived not again until 
the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part 
in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath 
no power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.” 

This “first resurrection” is called the resurrection 
of life in contrast with the resurrection of judgment; 
and the two resurrections are described and set in 
contrast by the Lord Jesus when he said, during his 
earthly lifetime, that the Father had given him 
(Christ) “authority to execute judgment also, because 
he is the Son of man.” This is in the passage in the 
fifth chapter of John, where the Lord said: “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now 
is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God: and they that hear shall live. . . . Marvel not 
at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that 
are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection 
of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resur- 
rection of damnation [judgment].” 

Bringing together the passages in John and in Rev- 
elation we see that a period of one thousand years 
separates these two resurrections. Many Bible: stu- 
dents believe that the first resurrection is in two 
parts or installments, as it were, to be begun when 
the living believers and those who have died are caught 
up to meet the Lord in the air at his coming for the 
Church (1 Thess. 4: 14-17). At the end of the great 
tribulation, as described in Revelation 20, the martyrs 
of the tribulation will be raised unto life, living and 
reigning with Christ a thousand. years, and thus have 
their part in the “first resurrection.” : 

The later or final resurrection is that unto judgment, 
described at the end of that same twentieth of Reve- 
lation, Satan has then been released from his im- 
prisonment of a thousand years, and when men are 
given their final opportunity to choose between Christ 
and Satan the number that follows Satan “is as the 
sand of the sea.” In a swift, final battle they and 
their Christ-defying leader are destroyed, and “the 
devil that deceived them was cast into the lake. of 
fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false 
prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night 
for ever.” Then comes -the -prediction and picture of 
the last resurrection: . 

“And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat 
on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven flied 
away; and there was found no place for them. And 
I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; 
and the books were opened: and another book was 
opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were 
judged out of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works. And the sea gave up 
the dead which were in it;:and death and hell de- 
livered up the dead which were in them: and they 
were judged every man according to their works. 
And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death. And whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life was cast into the 
lake of fire.” 











Less 








N 
I 
n 


sian 
this 
five 
I no 
ment 
to r 
itsell 


still 

libra 
to a 
The 
been 
Zeal 
Klot 
is n 
Bab: 


discc 
shou 
the | 
ther 
weal 
peor 
Jud; 
soor 
lt « 
grez 
ture 


orn 








a 


— 








Lesson for January 8 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








| 








Will Thére be a Gold Rush to Babylon? LERARI 


And will the ancient capital soon be rebuilt? 


By W. D. Herrstrom 
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by the frequency of the mention of gold in con- 

nection with Babylon and the vicinity of the Per- 
sian Gulf, and I was led to search the Scriptures on 
this subject. After.a careful examination of some 
five hundred Scripture passages that speak of gold 
I noticed that much of the gold came from the region 
mentioned above, and eventually most of it seemed 
to return to the same region, especially to Babylon 
itself. 

My next thought was that most of this gold must 
still be in that vicinity. This led me to the public 
library, where I studied the. history. of gold mining 
to ascertain the location of present mining activities. 
The chief gold fields discovered in recent times have 
been in California, Australia, British Columbia, New 
Zealand, Nova Scotia, South Africa, Alaska, and the 
Klondike region. So far as I could ascertain there 
is no gold mining activity in the vicinity of ancient 
Babylon. 

The next thought was, “Surely this gold will be 
discovered some day —probably very soon. If. that 
should occur there would be a_ great gold rush to 
the vicinity of ancient Babylon. If gold is as plentiful 
there now as it was in Bible times, a city of great 
wealth would spring up over night. Thousands of 
people, perhaps millions, would rush to the scene. 
Judging from man’s present greed for gold, it might 
soon grow into one of the largest cities of the world. 
It could be a great commercial city, and a center of 
great wealth.” So in my imagination I tried to pic- 
ture what would happen. 

Would gold be so plentiful, and would some men 
be so wealthy, that gorgeous buildings would be 
ornamented with gold? 

Would it be a city surpassing in grandeur anything 
the world has ever seen? Is this something that could 
happen at any moment before our very eyes? 

Does the Scripture revelation speak concerning this 
matter? 

A few facts may be submitted for prayerful con- 
sideration. 

While some godly men and able expositors have 
expressed the opinion that Babylon will never be re- 
built, many are inclined to the opposite view. Reasons 
for believing that Babylon will be literally rebuilt 
include the following : 


Babylon Not Yet Finally Destroyed 


The prophecies concerning the overthrow of Baby- 
lon have not been completely fulfilled. Isaiah 13:20 
says, “It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be 
dwelt in from generation to generation: neither shall 
the Arabian pitch tent thert.” But today a thriving 
city exists amid the ruins of ancient Babylon. A 
gazetteer. tells us: “Hillah, situated amid the ruins 
of Babylon on both sides of the Euphrates. Popula- 
tion 30,000, mainly Arabs and Persians.” Thus it 
will be seen that the site of ancient Babylon is in- 
habited at the present time. Not only that, but the 
Arab is numerous in this city. 

li appears from prophecy that Babylon will be over- 
thrown by divine judgment, rather than by the in- 
vasion of the armies of men. It shall be “as when 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.” We know 
that Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed by divine 
judgment. Before God overthrew Sodom and Gomor- 
rah he warned his people to come out. In Revelation 
18:4 we read concerning Babylon: “Come out of 
her, my people, that ye be not.partakers of her sins, 
and that ye receive not of her plagues.” 

In Revelation 18:8 we read, “She shall be utterly 
burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who 
judgeth her.” Again in verse 10 we see that the judg- 
ment is sudden: “Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, 
that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment 
come.” Confirming this, Revelation 16: 19 says, “And 
the great city was divided into three parts, and the 
cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in 
remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup 
of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.” This is 
divine judgment. Read the next two verses: “And 
every island fled away, and the mountains were not 
found. And there fell upon men a great hail out of 
heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and 
men blasphemed God because of the plague of the 
hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.” 

Has this ever been fulfilled? Surely not. When 
was Babylon destroyed in one hour’s time by divine 
judgment? At the time Babylon is to be overthrown, 
prophecy says, “the cities of the nations fell” (Rev. 
16:19). 

Is the account in Revelation 18 literal or figurative? 


[: MY study of the Bible I was recently impressed 


The pastor of Akron Evangelistic Tabernacle 
wrote this article for The Sunday School Times 
several months ago. On the first day of De- 
cember the newspapers of the world carried an 
Associated Press cablegram reporting the dis- 
covery of a gold mine near unt Ararat, some 
500 miles north of Babylon, the vaiue of which 
is placed by the Turkish Minister of Economy at 
$300,000,000. The Turkish Government is ask- 
ing Parliament for an appropriation to finance the 
exploitation of this mine. Mr. Herrstrom says in 
his article, “Perhaps in his own time God will 
reveal the exact sources of the world’s most fer- 
tile gold fields.” Nothing was known of the Ararat 
gold mine when those lines were written. This 
study is a most unusual one; and The Sunday 
School Times commends it for thoughtful con- 
sideration in the light of Bible prophecy and 
current events. 








I believe it is literal. For example, verses 12 and 13 
mention twenty-eight items of commerce. It would 
be difficult to find anything figurative about these. 
Let us examine the list: “The merchandise of gold, 
and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine 
linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine 
wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner 
vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, 
and marble, and cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, 
and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, 
and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and 
chariots, and slaves, and souls of men.” 

Is it not significant that, of these twenty-eight items 
of commerce, gold heads the list? It is also signifi- 
cant that the “souls of men” (literally, the “lives of 
men’) are last. Gold seems to be the thing of great- 
est prominence and the lives of men the cheapest. 

Perhaps God has retained the identity of ancient 
Babylon because of its place in prophecy. The Eu- 
phrates River ran through Eden, and is mentioned 
again in Revelation 16:12 as a factor in the prepara- 
tion for the battle of Armageddon. God preserves 
the identity of those things which have to do with the 
fulfillment of prophecy. 

Sometimes God sets the stage for fulfillment of 
prophecy, in advance. As the stage is being set it 
is easier to discern some of the truths in connection 
with prophecy. Also what seemed impossible a few 
years ago is possible today. If Babylon is to be 
rebuilt, it could be done in a few years’ time with 
our modern machinery. It could be done after the 
rapture of the saints if necessary. There are signs 
of new life in that region today. It is being linked 
with the rest of the world by efficient railway sys- 
tems. Air lines will be the next thing in order. The 
fertility of the Euphrates Valley vies with the famous 
Red River Valley in our own country and in Canada. 
Wheat is one of the items of commerce mentioned in 
Revelation 18. Irrigation is all the Euphrates Valley 
needs to make it one of the most productive regions 
in the world. Excavations have been going on for 
some time at t!e site of ancient Babylon. Surely they 
may find some of the gold soon, and, when it is dis- 
covered, what will be the effect upon the world? At 
the present time there is a shortage of gold among 
the nations of the world. Can it + that God has 
locked up the most fertile fields of gold until the end 
time ? 

How Gold Gravitated to Babylon 


Let us now consider more fully what the Scrip- 
tures say concerning the abundance of gold in the 
region of the Persian Gulf. The Bible mentions three 
places where gold was especially plentiful: “The land 
of Havilah” (Gen. 2:11); Ophir (1 Kings 10: 11- 
15); and Babylon. The location of Havilah and 
Ophir, as well as the Garden of Eden, is not definitely 
known. It is quite generally agreed, however, that 
they were in the vicinity of the Persian Gulf. At 
the most they could hardly be more than a few hun- 
dred miles apart. The river Euphrates flowed through 
Eden. The river Pison is also mentioned, “which com- 
passeth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold” 
(Gen. 2:11). Babylon was built along the Euphrates 
River.. Thus it will be seen that there must have been 
a large. quantity of gold confined to a comparatively 
small territory. 

Let us observe how gold seemed to have a tendency 
to gravitate to Babylon. Abraham brought gold with 
him when he -returned from Egypt. He was. “very 
rich” (Gen. 13:2). When the Israelites left Egypt 
they brought out much silver and gold (Exod. 12: 
35). No doubt much of this gold eventually arrived 
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in Jerusalem, Some of it went into the golden calf. 
The Lord commanded Moses to take an offering for 
the work of the tabernacle. Gold, silver, and brass 
were among the materials needed. The offering was 
so great that Moses had to restrain the people from 
bringing more (Exod. 25:3; 36:6). Gold must have 
been exceptionally plentiful among the Israelites. We 
are living in what is considered the most prosperous 
country in the world, and we have never heard of 
any church appointing a committee to see that the 
congregation did not put too much gold in the offering. 

The Ishmaelites “dwelt from Havilah unto Shur, 
that is before Egypt, as thou goest toward Assyria” 
(Gen. 25:18). Havilah was a place where there 
was an abundance of gold, so we should expect the 
Ishmaelites to have gold. . “And Gideon said unto 
them, I would desire a request of you, that ye would 
give me every man the earrings of his prey. (For 
they had golden earrings, because they were Ishmael- 
ites.”) (Judg. 8:24.) 

Much of the gold that Solomon used came from 
Ophir (1 Kings 9:28). “Now the weight of gold 
that came to Solomon in one year was six hundred 
threescore and six talents of gold” (1 Kings 10:14). 
A talent of gold equals about $29,000. Thus the value 
of the gold brought to Solomon in one year was ap- 
proximately $20,000,000. With all of our modern 
machinery and more than three thousand active gold 
mines in the United States our entire output for 
1925 was $49,580,832. 


King David’s “Gold Reserve”’ 


“And all king Solomon’s drinking vessels were of 
gold, and all the vessels of the house of the forest 
of Lebanon were of pure gold; none were. of silver: 
it was nothing accounted of in the days of Solomon. 
For the king had at sea a navy of Tharshish with 
the navy of Hiram: once in three years came the navy 
of Tharshish, bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and 
apes, and peacocks” (1 Kings 10:21, 22). It seems 
to have taken three years for the navy of Tharshish 
to make the trip to Ophir and return with its treas- 
ures. 

“And David said, Solomon my son is young and 
tender, and the house that is to be builded for the 
Lord must be exceeding magnifical, of fame and of 
glory throughout all countries: I will therefore now 
make preparation for it. So David prepared abun- 
dantly before his death” (1 Chron. 22:5). “Now, 
behold, in my trouble I have prepared for the house 
of the Lord an hundred thousand talents of gold, and 
a thousand thousand talents of silver ... for it is in 
abundance” (1 Chron. 22:14). This is $3,000,000,000 
(three billions of dollars) in gold, and $2,000,000,000 
(two billions of dollars) in silver. 

In order to appreciate how plentiful gold must have 
been then it is only necessary to compare those figures 
with the latest statistics from the “Statistical Ab- 
stract of the United States.” Production of gold 
reached its zenith in 1915 when the world’s annual 
output was $468,724,918. The output has been declin- 
ing at the rate of about $8,000,000 a year. The figures 
for 1925 were $390,389,081. The gold produced in the 
world since the discovery of America up to and in- 
cluding the year 1925 totalled 963,358,974 fine ounces 
valued at $19,912,620,604. There is about $9,000,000,- 
000 in circulation. The other $10,000,000,000 has been 
used up or has disappeared. At the close of 1925 the 
amount of gold in the United States totalled $4,408,- 
696,000. Compare the amount of gold in the United 
States at the present time with the $3,000,000,000 
David had saved up in a country that was less than 
one-twenty-fifth as large as the State of Texas and 
you will think that gold must have been almost as 
plentiful as cobblestones. That is just what we find 
in the Book of Job (22:24): “Then shalt thou lay 
up s0ld as dust, and the gold of Ophir as the stones 
of the brooks.” Gold is found in nuggets or in small 
particles, so the statement is scientifically correct. 

What became of all the gold that was in Jerusa- 
lem? “And all the vessels of the house of God, great 
and small, and the treasures of the house of the 
Lord, and the treasures of the king, and of his princes; 
all these he brought to Babylon” (2 Chron. 36: 18). 

Si Hymes writing in The Fellowship Forum on the 
“Oddities of Masonry” says, “It would cost over 
$87,000,000,000 to duplicate King Solomon’s Temple.” 

The Literary Digest for October 3, 1931, says: 
“All the monetary gold in the world could be fused 
into a cube 31.4 feet on a side, weighing 18,600 tons 
and worth $11,215,033,000.” 

_ It. would be hard to estimate the amount of gold 
in the image erected in the age of Nebuchadnezzar. 








664 * 


“Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, 
whose height was threescore cubits and the breadth 
thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, 
in the province of Babylon” (Dan. 3:1). 

When the wise men from the East came to visit 
and worship the Christ, they brought gifts. The first 
one mentioned is gold. 

The king who is to rise up in the “time of the end,” 
who “shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above 
every god, and shall speak marvellous things against 
the God of gods,” will “honour with gold, and silver” 
a god whom his fathers knew not. “He shall have 
power over the treasures of gold and silver” (Dan. 
II: 35-43). : Y 

I have touched only a few of the five hundred Scrip- 
ture passages that speak of gold. I realize that the 
locations of some of the places mentioned are not 
definitely known. Perhaps even this confusion has a 
prophetic significance and in His own time God will 
reveal the exact sources of the world’s most fertile 
gold fields. With modern machinery and equipment 
for mining, what limit could be placed upon the out- 
put of gold were it found in quantities as plentiful as 
it was in Solomon’s day? 

Following the age of gold will be the Golden Age 
of Christ’s personal reign. “I will make a man more 
precious than fine gold” (Isa. 13:12). In the days 
when the souls of men are counted of no value, the 
Lord of Glory, more precious than fine gold, “will 
have mercy on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and 
set them in their own land.” Then they will take up 
the proverb against the king of Babylon, and say, 
“How hath the oppressor ceased! the golden ‘city 
ceased!” (Isa. 14: 1-8.) The Lord will “shake the 
heavens” (13:13), and afterward, “the whole earth 
is at rest, and is quiet: they break forth into singing. 
Yea, the fir trees rejoice. . . . Hell from beneath is 
moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming,” but 
Satan is soon brought down “to the sides of the pit” 
(14:7-9, 15), bound for a thousand years and the 
Lord reigns over the whole earth with justice and 
judgment. This will be the true Golden Age for 
which God’s people have longed down through the 
centuries. In that time there will be no shortage of 
gold in Jerusalem. “The silver is mine, and the gold 
is mine, saith the Lord of hosts. The glory of this 
latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith 
the Lord of hosts: and in this place will I give peace” 
(Haggai 2:8, 9). 

AKRON, OHIO, 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 

















Questions for answer, and other communications 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if returm postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Yesterday I received a letter from 
a girl friend of mine, who has written me for advice and 
I in turn am writing you, Mother Ruth, for I know you 
can help me as you have helped others. She believes 
herself to be a Christian, but her life contradicts her be- 
lief. She has been confirmed, is a church member, and 
also a Sunday-school teacher. I have written many times 
to her of things that I have felt Jesus would have me 
write, concerning spiritual things. She writes that her 
Christian Endeavor has started again after being closed all 
summer, and they have quite a problem getting the young 
people out to their meetings. “As long as we have socials 
and parties,” she continues, “they come, but when there 
is a religious meeting there are only a chosen few.” She 
said she would give anything to know how to get them 
interested in spiritual things, for the young people, in- 
cluding herself, she adds, need spiritual help badly. Mother 
Ruth, can you help me by giving me some suggestions as 
to how to answer her letter? She seems sincere and in 
earnest, and I don’t want to fail her, I do so enjoy reading 
The Sunday School Times, especially your column.—A CON- 
STANT READER. 


Y DEAR GIRL: Yours is an opportunity to 

lead this friend of yours to the very place where 
she will receive power to help others. No one can 
tell the good results that will come if she is reached, 
and through her the many with whom she comes in 
contact. There is one secret of power for you and 
for me, and I have used it ere I began this answer. 
Go to the source of the Livinc Water, and drink, 
and drink, and drink! Then you will be ready to offer 
the same refreshment to the thirsty one. 

Do not judge your friend’s salvation by her works. 
If she is saved, it is through the precious blood of 
Jesus, and while she may not do the things which you 
would choose for her to do, yet her acceptance in the 
Beloved may be clear to her, and her consciousness 
that she is a child of God may be sure and certain. 
You have a fine opportunity to influence her to yield 
herself unreservedly to God for usefulness and for 
happiness. Read Romans 12:1, 2, and urge her to 
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live a separated life, not conforming to the world, 
if she wants to help in the spiritual work of the 
church and for the Master. We cannot compromise 
with the world and the present-day attractions of 
Satan, and have any influence for Christ. We must 
be “transformed by the renewing’ of our mind ‘so 
that we may enjoy the things that are holy and right- 
eous. 

I wonder if your friend is a reader of the Word 
of God? Get her to begin a systematic study of 
God’s Word and find out just what he wants her to 
do. The form of godliness does not get us very 
far; it must be a heart following of the Lord Jesus. 
Oh, get her to give herself unreservedly to God, that 
she may be equal to this opportunity which is before 
her. His Spirit is working with her, and now you 
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are asked to assist in this endeavor to bring her out 
into the fullness of privilege in Christ Jesus. 

There is the greatest influence of all in your hands, 
even beyond writing to her and urging the Word of 
God on her, and that is to pray for her and those 
“chosen few” to whom she refers. Urge her, too, 
to gather them together, and to make this need the 
special plea, so that they may be a power in that or- 
ganization. They can do it, if they will give them 
the real foundation, and give the social side the sec- 
ondary place. It can all work out to the glory of God, 
and the growth of the individual members, if you 


will urge them to talk with God about it all. Pray- 
yourself so that you will be in the Spirit when you ' 


write to her, and God will use you and make you a 
blessing to her and through her to the whole society. 








Glimpses of the trophies and the trials 
of a soul-winning work 
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My Visit to the Belgian Gospel Mission 


By John Robertson Macartney 
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This pen picture of a Sunday with the workers of the Belgian Gospel Mission is by an American pastor, a friend 
of Mr. and Mrs. Norton's, who traveled in Europe last summer. It contains many evidences of God’s continued 
blessing on this remarkable work. Friends of the Mission will realize the importance and privilege of standing by 
it in prayer and financial support at this time. Gifts should be sent to Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 32 


North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


T WAS a Sunday last summer in _ Brussels, 

Belgium. Our good friend Ralph C. Norton of 

the Belgian Gospel Mission had called upon us at 
our hotel the evening before, with two of his fellow 
workers, Mr. and Mrs. John C. Winston. An invi- 
tation had come to us to spend a few days at Brussels 
and see something of the “works of God” there. 
With some misgivings I consented to address the con- 
gregation Sunday morning, though not a word of 
French could I utter. An early arrival and look about 
the place revealed the center and heart of this splen- 
did mission enterprise, comfortably and efficiently 
housed in a dignified building, erected through the 
generosity of American friends. It contains the ad- 
ministration offices; colportage and book store; com- 
modious auditorium; Bible school classrooms and 
dormitories, and away up yonder overlooking the 
city, Mr. and Mrs. Norton’s apartment. 

The worship hour found a full congregation, intel- 
ligent, eager faces, a reverent pastor (reminding me 
of my own father), who opened the service, using 
hymns sung to familiar tunes. Knowing the English 
that should go with the tunes we were able to follow 
and even join in French. It seems to me a quick 
way to learn French would be to attend such services ; 


you quickly get an idea of the language through the. 


rhythm. After being introduced I stood at one side 
of the pulpit and another American member of the 
Mission, Mr. J. G. Williasns, at the other. I spoke 
a sentence which he immediately repeated in French, 
the eyes of the listeners turning from one to the 
other; and the light of understanding and often of 
appreciation told me I was not speaking in vain. 

I had been admonished to bear in mind that a fifteen 
minute address meant thirty minutes when trans- 
lated. When I had concluded, Mr. Norton arose and 
said the only criticism he had to offer was that my 
message had been too short. I think this was one 
of the few times in my life when my sermon was too 
short. He said some nice things about the Macartney 
family, whereupon I broke in to speak a word of 
tribute to our mother, who was largely responsible, 
under God, for having put four sons in the Gospel 
ministry. 

A more appreciative people I never addressed, and 


when communion was over, the people lingered to - 


visit and have fellowship with one another and to 
speak to and give a meaningful handclasp to the visit- 
ing minister and his wife. 

The city of Brussels has no finer people, God’s own 
garnered souls; among them high and influential per- 
sons in the Belgian army and governmental affairs, 
but humble and consecrated trophies of His grace. 

At three o’clock Mr. and Mrs. Norton and Mr. 
Williams came for us in the Mission car, again the 
gift of friends in America, and with a bit of lunch 
and several hundred Gospels of Luke and tracts, we 
set out to touch some of the outlying stations within 
a radius of one hundred miles of Brussel’. The Mis- 
sion has opened fifty such stations in Belgium. 

Through avenues of overarching trees, over firm 
but cobbled roads, we drove toward Louvain ‘and 
Liége, passing through battle scenes, and” seeing the 
library building which was destroyed but which has 
since been rebuilt in imposing form;.pillars and walls 
bear ‘the names of public schools, other institutions 
of learning, and individuals through whose help and 
interest the library has been restored. 

Stopping at several points where Gospel or tent 
work was in progress we met the workers, saw their 


meeting halls, heard a bit of their story of opposition 
from the enemy and of the victories of the Gospel and 
the Word of God. 

At one place the tent workers told us how that 
very morning a Roman Catholic priest in the neigh- 
borhood had announced that anyone entering the Gos- 
pel tent would commit a mortal sin, and on the pre- 
vious Tuesday had announced a reward of one thousand 
francs to anyone who would burn down the tent. 

No wonder the Nortons’ heard and heeded the 
Belgian call, “Come over and help us,” and no won- 
der a high official of the Roman Catholic Church said, 
“We dreaded the German invasion, but we dread more 
the invasion of the Belgian Gospel Mission.” 

That night at Liége the program of the morning 
was repeated, except that the sermon was different 
and long enough this time. A sentence in English, 
then it was relayed by Mr. Williams in French. In 
each place strategic locations for the work have been 
secured after much prayer and exercise of sound com- 
mon sense. The one at Liége is directly opposite the 
entrance to the University where students are assem- 
bled from everywhere. A call from Mr. Norton for 
those to stand up who had never seen a Bible until 
they came in contact with the Belgian Gospel Mission, 
brought two-thirds of the large audience to their feet. 
These are gathered by real and in many instances 
remarkable conversions. A testimony meeting fol- 
lowed in which these redeemed of the Lord said, 
“Come, and I will tell what the Lord hath done for 
my soul.” 

Then the ninety-mile ride back to Brussels, which 
we reached about midnight, weary yet exultant over 
what our eyes had seen, our ears had heard, and our 
hearts had felt. 

Both going and coming along the highway, through 
the narrow streets of towns and cities, in front of 
cyclists or pedestrians, Mr. Norton was busy all the 
way, hurling out copies of Luke’s Gospel or a small 
booklet setting forth the way of salvation. Curiosity 
is a strong trait of Belgian character. Many times I 
looked back, and not once did the booklet lie in the 
streets untouched —always some one stopped, picked 
it up, and stood reading it as we sped along. Who 
knows indeed how many souls have thus been won 
and are now rejoicing, because once they were blind 
and now they can see that the Light of the world is 
Jesus? 

We saw them making beautiful lace at Florence, 
blowing delicate glass at Venice, cutting diamonds at 
Amsterdam, but here in Belgium we saw a work that 
Gsoeee the power of the Holy Spirit makes redeemed 
souls. 


May I commend this work to the prayers and gen- 


erous support of God’s people in America? No mis- 
sion field that I know of in the world today reveals 
finer returns. Here is an investment which will yield 
increasing dividends. How many in America, watch- 
ing the shrunken stream of their finances, wish they 
had heeded the Gospel call in Belgium and had in- 
vested some of their thousands of dollars in the Lord’s 
work, instead of having them swallowed up by Wall 
Street gamblers. Heed the call even now, the 
harvest is white, and you may yet have a part in the 
reaping. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norton are among the choicest souls 
whom God is using in a marvelous manner. And as 
we saw their work we thought what a fine selection 
they have made in choosing their helpers, 

BELLINGHAM, WASH. 
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Lesson for January 8 


A Personal Prayer Book 

N A symposium of letters, “How We Are Finding 

Time for Prayer,” published last year in the TiMEs, 
a testimony was given by a Long Island reader telling 
how she managed to find time for an hour of prayer 
each day. She is a busy home-maker and magazine 
illustrator, and her limited physical strength makes 
it necessary for her to lie down several times during 
the day in ten or fifteen minute periods. She care- 
fully plans these little times of rest so that an equiva- 
lent of one hour is thus given to prayer. By calcu- 
lation she has discovered that in every four years, 
four months, and ten days she has given one whole 
year of six-hour working days (her professional 
limit) to prayer and communion with God. A year 
spent in His presence,—the thought thrills one! 

To make these brief times of the greatest profit 
she uses a little personal prayer book that she has 
made from a notebook, 334x534 inches. “It is more 
lovable when small, and it goes in the pocket.” Many 
pages have been cut out so that it may hold the clip- 
pings to be pasted in; or a loose-leaf book may be 
used. All writing is in small, compact hand, with 
headings underlined in red. Here and there are pasted 
tiny pictures, giving a charm to the eye as well. 

On the first page is, “Could ye not watch with 
me one hour?” Also a little clipping from THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times beginning, “Prayer is work. 
Prayer works.” Here, too, we find, “Realize the 
presence of God.” : 

Then there are pages each with its special topic, 
such as Praise, Love, and so on. One bears the head- 
ing, “Armour for the little darts of the day”; another, 
“In Darkness.” There are pages for Missions; one 
on the Fruit of the Spirit. Short Bible passages are 
copied, and clippings are pasted in.- There are pages 
of special requests, with names of persons, and these 
are checked off when answered. 

One very intimate page is, “Jesus to .” Here 
is written her own first name, and under it are re- 
carded little flashes of spiritual illumination and guid- 
ance that have come to her when praying or meditat- 
ing. They are very personal and practical, and very 
clear, and some have a needed message that would 
have been wholly forgotten in a short time if not 
written down. 

The mechanical work of making and keeping such 
a book is very slight. Many of the clippings are taken 
from the editorial notes on the first page of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times. As she reads she is on the 
lookout for something for her book. The clippings 
are tossed into a box and every few months are 
sorted out, classified, and pasted in place. 

She does not suggest this book or plan as taking 
the place of daily Bible reading and prayer. But it 
has often been a starting point for a time of blessed 
communion. It is a help to bring one consciously 
into the presence of God, especially when the mind 
is weary, or listless, or disheartened. 
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When Hearts Fail Through Fear 
By Edith F. Norton 


The following timely and cheering message is taken from 
a recent prayer letter of the Belgian Gospel Mission 





“Fear not... thou art mine” (Isa. 43:1). 
“He... delivered me from all my fears (Psa. 34: 4). 
EAR! That ghastly, grisly thing that obtrudes 
F into every domain of my life. One moment we 
are serene and quiet, and then comes a stabbing 
fear to spoil all; we may even be rejoicing in con- 
scious communion with our Lord in prayer, when 
the sneaking enemy, fear, intrudes and the joy is lost, 
to be replaced by uneasiness and apprehension. Fear 
is hydra-headed and menaces the Christian at every 
step. His very God-consciousness and supersensitive- 

ness in regard to sin make him an easy prey. 

It may be fear of the ultimate consequences of some 
past sin, long since confessed, forgiven and forgotten 
of the Lord and almost but not quite forgotten by 
ourselves. “What if one day this should come to 
light and my testimony be ruined?” Oh, that nagging, 
hounding ‘fear! 

Fear that, if pressure of financial or domestic strain 
becomes much heavier, mind will give way and per- 
haps suicide or other disgrace be the result. What a 
hideous thing this fear! 

Fear in regard to the future support of the Gospel 
work given to your charge,— fear in regard to your 
health, slipping imperceptibly every day,—fear in 
regard to the safety of your loved ones, — these peril- 
ous days; if wealth be your lot, the overhanging hor- 
ror of kidnaping and blackmail,—fear of what is 
coming upon the world. Fear, fear, fear! 

And our blessed Lord knew all about it in advance. 
He knew this weapon would be the very sharpest one 
with which Satan would torment His Blood-bought 
saints, so he filled His Word with two pregnant words 
of command: “Fear not,” “Fear not,” “Fear not.” 
For fear, cherished and retained, strikes at the very 
root of faith. 
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Even in the case of fear produced by a pathological 
condition, faith can give the victory. She who writes 
had one time this experience during a nervous break- 
down, accompanied by terrifying and unreasonable 
fears. No person could calm or allay these fears, 
but He could and did. On her wall is a framed card 
bearing a dozen of the passages of Scripture given 
at the moment of a desperate need, when fears were 
all but overmastering. How they comforted, those 
blessed texts; they were the very voice of God to the 
tested soul, and as often as the fearful thought re- 
turned, the banner of the Lord was raised against 
the enemy through His Word spoken powerfully to 
the heart. Oh, the wonderful, glorious Word of God! 
Let us be saturated with, and steeped in, that Word, 
that in time of need, when perhaps one cannot even 
read or pray, the Spirit may whisper in our ear these 
precious messages. When we are in health and can 
spend long moments in prayer, it is perfectly possible 
to wait upon the Lord until his peace is given in ex- 
change for any fear whatsoever, and if the fear re- 
turns, by laying it again definitely before the Lord 
and waiting and resting in him, the peace again de- 
scends and. enfolds, 

Peace is his will for us, fear is not. Choose, there- 
fore, to be well-pleasing unto him. Fear will fade 
away and disappear in the face of quiet, sustained faith, 
for fear is a lying cowardly thing, a fitting product of 
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its author and originator,, Satah, the father of lies and 
chiefest of all cowards when confrontéa€ by the re- 
sistance of faith. ' 

Our Lord has bade us fear not at the end of time, 
when all the foundations of society are breaking up. 
Does it not seem that we are actually in this perilous 
time? And are we fearing or trusting? 

We must offer as first subject for praise the vic- 
tory given us of God over fear and anxiety in regard 
to the financial sustaining of the Mission these difficult 
days. Each salary day is approached with quiet con- 
fidence, although eighty people, with almost another 
two hundred dependent upon them, are awaiting their 
remittance and the treasury all but empty. 

Then the second subject for praise must be for the 
faithful manner in which the Lord gets the needed 
amount to us, never too late. The checks come from 
our office in Philadelphia, and now average only one- 
tenth of the amount that we formerly received, but 
it stretches miraculously to meet the demands even 
of this ever-growing work, and when special obliga- 
tions are before us, then the check from across the 
sea arrives for an increased amount, as in July, — 
usually a poor month financially, when extra generous 
giving on the part of American friends doubled the 
amount of the ‘small regular check just at the time 
when government and rent obligations had to be met. 

BrussEts, BEeLcium. 














Grandmother’s Hour 


A: happy time on Sunday afternoons. arranged by 
the young people in three Sunday-schools 


By George A. Joplin 














“I THOUGHT perhaps you might be willing to 
stay at home and read to me this afternoon,” Mrs, 
Knott pleaded. 

“I am sorry, Grandmother dear, but I have an en- 
gagement. Some other time,” promised Harriet. 

With a light kiss and a wave of the hand the 
granddaughter was off for her Sunday afternoon drive 
with the crowd. The day was delightful, the road 
ran through lovely landscapes, the company was gay; 
but Harriet heard above her companions’ chatter her 
grandmother’s pleading voice. She looked at the 
beautiful bend of the river, and as the others ex- 
claimed at the picture spread before them, she saw 
her grandmother’s face clouded by disappointment. 


‘. When they had parked their cars and were off for 


a walk among the bluets and anemones, each nodding 
flower seemed to mock her. The cardinal, from the 
beech tree, queried, “When shall the ‘some other time’ 
come?” while each hurrying insect demanded, “When?” 

Lost in her own thoughts, Harriet was startled to 
hear Grace asking about her grandmother. 

“That’s very strange,” she replied, “for I was think- 
ing of her this very minute. Today, as I left, she 
seemed so disappointed that I could not stay a while 
and read to her. I promised to do so some other time, 
but I remember now that I have promised that again 
and again. I’ve got to do something about it. She 
does a hundred things every week for me, and I am 
going to find a time for her some day, and make it 
the hour she likes best. Many of the things I do 
are not important, but I hate to miss a single thing. 
Somehow it has just seemed that I had to be with 
the crowd.” 

“I have a grandmother, too,” said Grace, “and so 
has Elsie and Mabel and Dorothy. Grandmother’s 
eyes are all right and she can read all she wishes, 
but she does get lonesome and likes to have me read 
and talk to her. She isn’t able to get out very often 
and she always asks me about the morning sermon, 
but I am usually so hurried to get with the crowd, 
that I promise to tell her later, and then I forget 
about it. It’s a shame, too, for she’s a dear, and most 
interesting to talk with.” 

“Why can’t we establish a grandmother’s hour in 
each of our homes? Five of u: have grandmothers 
and the other two might adopt one. If all of us are 
engaged with our grandmothers at the same time no 
one will have missed anything. I am just going to 
do it anyway, even if it costs me the entire afternoon 
with the crowd. The hour after dinner on Sunday is 
the best time to read to Grandmother and tell her 
about the morning service, while the sermon is fresh 
in my mind. From now on she shall have that hour 
every Sunday,” Harriet pledged. 

“That's great,” applauded Grace, “and I am with 
you. Some of the boys have grandmothers, too, and 
the others can adopt them. If the crowd will not 
join us, why then we shall just let the crowd go for 
Sundays.” 

“Let’s talk it over with the others one at a time, 
as we get a chance. Everybody in the crowd belongs 
to some Sunday-school class, and if they want to 
turn this into a class project and line up with a Home 
Department, it can be done,” Harriet suggested. 


And thus it started. It was not an easy matter 
to get all of the crowd to agree to it. But before 
many months had passed the “Grandmothers’ Hour” 
had become part of the Home Department of three 
Sunday-schools. Then it grew and continued to grow. 

In the course of time three pastors of three churches 
in that little city have become accustomed to note- 
taking young people who are “Visitors” to “Grand- 
mother Classes” in three Home Departments. 

Home Department superintendents have wisely re- 
frained from doubling up work for these young peo- 
ple; while they, themselves, have decided that each 
member of the three Young People’s Departments 
must have one “grandmother,” real or adopted, and no 
one is allowed more than two. It has led young and 
old to a fuller appreciation of each other. 

It has brought new happiness and joy into the lives 
of the grandmothers, Several times a year the grand- 
mothers become guests at their Sunday-schools when 
they take part in specially prepared programs. Some 
of the grandmothers were good singers when they 
were young, and they have discovered, that though 
their voices may quiver a bit, they can still sing some 
of the old hymns in a way that stirs the hearts of the 
children and adults. Sometimes the children and 
young people sing and recite for the grandmothers, 
and many of the hymns they sing together beautifully. 
The grandmothers feel, that though they may be 
growing old, they are still a part of the Sunday- 
school. . 

At least once each year there is a picnic or party 
when the grandmothers of all the Sunday-schools come 
together. The young people find great pleasure in 
serving refreshments and playing some of the old 
games. Then comes the hour when the grandmothers 
tell stories, talk of the old times, and tell how they 
did things when they were young, and sometimes they 
even tell jokes on each other. 

The young people have found that somehow the 
associations with the grandmothers, having the Bible 
for a study Book, has brought them nearer to God. 
They have been kept from doing many of the doubt- 
ful things, and have been guided into the worth while 
experiences of life. They have discovered that in 
their churches and in the community there are oppor- 
tunities to serve and in the serving they have found 
great satisfaction. 

It has been eight years since the “Grandmothers’ 
Class” was started. 

“You need not stay with me today, Harriet,” Mrs. 
Knott said. “This is too fine a day to waste indoors, 
and Robert will be wanting you with him.” 

“Why, Grandmother dear, I wouldn’t miss this hour 
with you for anything, I want it as long as you are 
willing to give it to me. I can’t tell you how much 
I have enjoyed reading and talking to you through the 
years, nor how much you have taught me about the 
big things of life. Robert will have many hours each 
day through the years, but let’s keep this hour to- 
gether as long as God permits us to have it.” And 
Harriet took up her grandmother’s well-worn Bible 
and began to read; and together they discovered new 
beauty in the Book. 


LovuIsvitLeE, Ky. 
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LESSON 2. JANUARY 8. JESUS BEGINS HIS WORK 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark I: 12-20 . 


time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.—Mark 1 : 1§ 




















KinG JAMES VERSION 


12 And immediately the Spirit driveth 
him into the wilderness. 


13 And he was there in the wilderness 
forty days tempted of Satan; and . was 
with’ the wild beasts; and the angels 
ministered unto him. 


14 Now after that John was put in 
prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preach- 
ing the gospel of the kingdom of God, 

15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand: re- 
pent ye, and believe the gospel. 


16 Now as he walked by the sea of 
Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
12 And straightway the Spirit driveth 
him forth into the wilderness. 13 And 
he was in the wilderness forty days 
tempted of Satan; and he was with the 
wild beasts; and the angels ministered 
unto him. 


14 Now after John was delivered up, 
Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the 
+ gospel of God, 15 and saying, The time 
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 
at hand: repent ye, and believe in the 
1 gospel. 

16 And passing along by the sea of 
Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
brother casting a net into the sea: for 
they were fishers. 

17 And Jesus said unto them, Come 
ye after me, and I will make you to 
become fishers of men. 

18 And straightway they forsook their 
nets, and followed him. 

19 And when he had gone a little fur- 
ther thence, he saw James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother, who also 
were in the ship mending their nets. 

20 And straightway he called them: 
and they left their father Zebedee in the 
ship with the hired servants, and went 
after him. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
brother of Simon casting a net in the 
sea; for they were fishers. 17 And Jesus 
said unto them, Come ye after me, and 
I will make you to become fishers of 
men. 18 And straightway they left the 
nets, and followed him. 19 And going 
on a little further, he saw 7 James the 
son of Zebedee, and John his brother, 
who also were in the boat mending the 
nets. 20 And straightway he called them: 
and they left their father Zebedee in 
the boat with the hired servants, and 
went after him. 


Or, good tidings. * Or, Jacob. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


HEN Jesus began his work, the greatest 
W eesica of earth’s history began, for the “ful- 

ness of the time” had come (Gal. 4:4). For 
the beginning of this time we might go to Luke who 
tells how God sent forth his Son to be born of a 
woman. Or we might count the ministry of the great 
Forerunner as the beginning of the Gospel. We might 
go to John’s Gospel and find the beginnings in that 
first personal call of the disciples, in the first miracle 
at Cana of Galilee, and in the first Passover. But 
Mark begins the story of the actual work of Christ 
with the return to Galilee, and it is striking that when 
our Lord began preaching there, he announced, “The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.” 
We are still living in that fullness of time, and a 
study of its beginning should help us to enter into 
its present glory and its final consummation. 


The Historical Setting 

We have reckoned the autumn of A. D.. 26 as the 
time of the baptism and temptation of our Lord. We 
may count approximately a year from that time for 
the events recorded in the second, third, and fourth 
chapters of John. This would bring the beginning 
of the great Galilean ministry treated in Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke, to the autumn of A. D. 27. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 1:12—And immediately. Or “straightway,” 
the second use of Mark’s characteristic word. It oc- 
curs eleven times in the first chapter. The spirit 
driveth him. Spirit should have a capital, for it is 
the Holy Spirit, who had just descended upon him. 
Mark alone has the strong word “driveth,” indicating 
not an unwillingness on Christ’s part but an intensity 
of constraint. This word is used of the casting out 
of demons, also of sending forth laborers (Matt. 9: 
38). Into the wilderness. A wild, desolate part of 
the wilderness of Judza; the exact location is uncer- 
tain. The traditional place is Mount Quarantania (a 
place of forty days, like our “quarantine”’), which is 
just west of Jericho. 


Verse 13.—Forty days, tempted of Satan. Suggest- 
ing that the temptation continued through the forty 
days. See Special Topics. Forty is a number sym- 
bolical of testing and probation. Israel was forty 
years in the wilderness of temptation (Heb. 3:8). 
The spies were forty days searching the land. Nine- 
veh was given forty days to repent. The Lord was 
on the earth forty days after his resurrection. Forty 
years from his death Jerusalem was destroyed. [as 
with the wild beasts. Mark only gives this vivid de- 
tail, which indicates not only the character of the 
desolate wilderness but also suggests Christ’s mastery 
oyer the wild beasts. The angels ministered unto him. 
How eager the angels must have been during those 
forty days to rush to his assistance. 


Verse 14—After that John was put in prison. In 
the castle of Machzrus, some miles east of the north- 
ern part of the Dead Sea (Matt. 14:3-5; Luke 3: 
19, 20). Jesus came into Galilee. Matthew empha- 
sizes the thought that this journey was a “withdrawal,” 
probably because of the enmity of the Jewish leaders 
in Judea (Matt. 4:12). The gospel of the kingdom 
of God. The Gospel of Grace, now being preached, 
the same Gospel referred to in 1:1 and 15, also in 
Matthew 4: 23. 


Verse 15.—The time is fulfilled. God’s great pro- 
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gram moves on schedule time (Dan. 9:25; Gal. 4:4; 
Eph. 1:10), All human conditions, such as Roman 
rule and Greek language and culture, united to make 
this the fit time for Christ’s kingdom to be proclaimed. 
Repent ye, and believe the gospel. Our Lord’s preach- 
ing was the same as that of John the Baptist (Matt. 
3:2; 4:17), except that he, the object of faith, was 
now present (Acts 19: 4). 

Verse 16.—As he walked by the sea of Galilee. He 
had made his home at Capernaum (Matt. 4:13) on 
the northwest shore of Galilee, called also Chinnereth 
(Num. 34:11; Josh, 12:3), Gennesaret (Luke 5:1), 
Tiberias (John 21:1). The sea is about 12 miles 
long and about 7 miles wide in its greatest breadth, 
682 feet below the level of the Mediterranean, sur- 
rounded by hills and mountains, famous for its abun- 
dance of fish and for many other things, but to us, 
forevermore the Lake of our Lord. Simon and An- 
drew his brother. Andrew was one of John’s two dis- 
ciples who first followed Christ about a year before 
this second call. Andrew, a great finder, found Simon 
(John 1: 35-42). They were fishers. Chris.’s call 
comes while they are in the midst of their work. This 


business does not mean that they were low in. social ' 
’ standing, 


Verse 17.—Come ye after me. A call to give their 
whole time to his service. What a training school 
they were entering, and what a service! J will make 
you... fishers of men. This “taking men alive” 
(Luke 5:10) is the greatest of all works, and Christ 
takes the responsibility of equipping us for that work. 

Verse 18.—Straightway they forsook their nets. 
They had already attached themselves to Jesus, though 
they had not given up their earthly occupation (John 
E3353 Sta, U)-1% Oa; 3: Ses 4°. & 27-33). 

Verse 19.—James the son of Zebedee. Who became 
one of the inner circle of three. John his brother. 
Mentioned second, as the younger, probably less than 
twenty years old. John was doubtless the disciple 
who, with Andrew, first followed Jesus, when he was 
pointed out by John the Baptist. It may be that John 
then found his brother James as Andrew found Peter. 

Verse 20.—They left their father Zebedee in the 
ship with the hired servants. The presence of these 
servants, mentioned only by Mark, probably indicates 
that these men were in a rather large fish business. 
Went after him, This seems to indicate a permanent 





Fishing for Souls 


By Amos R. Wells 


OING fishing? Then prepare. Choose your 

implements with care. Line and hook and rod 
and reel, bait and sinker, net and creel, all must fit 
and finished be, would you fish in brook or sea. 
Going fishing? Knowledge, then, of the finny deni- 
zen: where the fishes you may meet, what the fishes 
like to eat, how the fishes spend their days, all about 
the fishes” ways. Going fishing? Patience next, 
never hurried, never vexed, meditative, calm and 
still, brooding over lake and rill. Time and trust 
and cheerful heart are the essence of the art. 
Going fishing? ‘Bo/dzess, too, when there is a chance 
to do: jerk décisive, steady lift, resolutions firm 
and swift, quick of eye and strong of hand, till the 
fish has come to land. Going fishing? Never 
wish men should tamer be than fish! Arm you for 
a gallant fight in this struggle for the right. Never 
— with rod and reel, till you fill the Master’s 
creel! 











call to give up their work and follow Christ in his 
minisiry. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Take note of the persons involved when Jesus be- 
gins his work, as recorded by Mark: God the Father, 
God the Holy Spirit, Satan, John the Baptist, Simon 
and Andrew, James and John. In all of this company 
Christ Jesus is the center. The beginning of his work 
gives the key to the continuance of it. He has called 
us to carry on the work that Simon and Andrew and 
James and John started. For our work we need to 
be filled with the Spirit, as our Lord was: filled with 
the Spirit. We need his supernatural power to give 
us victory in temptation. We need all this to the end 
that we might be fishers of men. Identified with 
Christ in victory over sin and in service! What a 
glorious calling! 


Lesson Outlines 
THREE GREAT BEGINNINGS 


1. Beginning in the Wilderness: facing tempta- 
tion and conquering Satan. 

2. Beginning in Galilee: preaching the Gospel of 
the Kingdom after John’s ministry had closed. 

3. Beginning the call of disciples, who are to 
carry on the Gospel message. 
FIsHERS OF MEN 

1. The Master to follow: “Come ye after me.” 


2. The Message to preach: “Repent ye, and be- 
lieve the gospel.” 


3. The Power for service: “He shall baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.” 


4. The Place for witnessing: Wherever men are, 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Our Lord’s Three Temptations (Matt. 4:1-11; 
Luke 4:1-13). Christ was tempted in all points as 
we are, that is, on all sides of his human nature. 
Temptation is not sin; Jesus could not sin, but the 
temptation was as real as the three right desires that 
were appealed to: his hunger, his desire to obtain the 
kingdoms of the world, his desire to have Israel ac- 
cept him as Messiah. Mark the striking parallel of 
these temptations to the temptations of Israel during 
the forty years in the wilderness. Our Lord quoted 
Deuteronomy three times because Moses gave them 
these three great teachings in his review of the forty 
years’ experience in the wilderness (Deut. 8:3; 6: 
13; 6:16). 

Parallel Accounts. Matthew and Luke both tell of 
the temptation in detail (Matt. 4:1-11; Luke 4: 
1-13). The parallel account to the call of the 
disciples is given in Matthew 4: 18-22. The opin- 
ion of scholars is divided, perhaps evenly divided, 
on the question whether the call of the disciples 
recorded in Luke 5:1-11 is parallel with the call 
in Matthew and Mark. On the one hand, it 
is possible that Matthew and Mark give an abridged 
account omitting the miracle given in Luke, and this 
seems more natural than to include a second call to 
leave their business and follow him. (Note the first 
personal call, in John 1: 35-51.) On the other hand, 
the accounts appear to be independent in several de- 
tails, and it may be that the disciples went back to 
their fishing occasionally before the final leaving of 
all. Compare the really “final” abandonment of fish- 
ing, and the following of Jesus, as narrated in the 
last chapter of John. 


Discipleship and the “Stewardship of Life.” The 
call of these disciples was used as one of the Scripture 
passages in the lesson on the “Stewardship of Life,” 





Lesson for January 8 


studied November 27, and treated in the Times of 
November 12. 

Satan, Satan, meaning Adversary, first appears in 
the Bible in Genesis 3, and is mentioned last when his 
doom is pronounced in the twentieth chapter of Rev- 
elation, where he is identified as “the dragon, that old 
serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan” (Rev. 20: 2). 
Our Lord recognized Satan as a personal being, the 
arch-enemy of God (Mark 3:23, 26; 4:15; 8:33). 
It seems clear that Satan, before his fall, was the 
highest of all created beings, and sought to usurp the 
place of the Son of God. The description of the king 
of Babylon in Isaiah 14: 12-20 seems clearly a sym- 
bolic picture of Satan and the man of sin, the Anti- 
christ, to whom Satan will one day turn over his 
power. The same two figures seem clearly in view 
also in the description of the prince of Tyre and the 
king of Tyre in Ezekiel 28: 1-109. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


“Repent ye, and believe the gospel’! This is still 
the message to us today, if we would accept Christ 
as our Saviour and be born of the Spirit, thus enter- 
ing into the Kingdom-of God (Mark 1:15; John 3: 
3; 5; 7). 

Follow Christ as true disciples that we may become 
“fishers of men.” We are not all called to leave earthly 
occupations, but we are all called to become fishers 
of men. There is not one call to be saved and another 
call to discipleship. 

Let us be loyal to Christ unto imprisomment and 
death. Christ was magnified by John the Baptist’s 
life and by his death (Phil. 1:20, 21). 

Christ’s victory in temptation assures ours. He won 
the victory for us, not for himself. Let us enter into 
that victory, putting on the whole armor of God 
(Eph. 6: 10-18). 

What of those who still sit in darkness? Christ’s 
Galilean ministry fulfilled the prophecy that Gentiles 
who sat in darkness would see a great light (Matt. 4: 
15, 16). Let us face again our missionary obligation 
to the millions in darkness who have never heard. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


John’s prison was a glorious prison, for he went 


there for Christ’s sake; all of our dark prisons are 
illumined by his glorious presence, even though he 
does not immediately deliver. 

The first man turned the garden of Eden into a 
wilderness by yielding to temptation; the second Man 
from Heaven is turning the wilderness into a garden 
of Eden by conquering the great tempter. 

The angels are never far away, and their business 
is to minister to us who are heirs of salvation, even 
as they ministered to Jesus in the wilderness (Heb. 
1:14). 

Christ went from Jordan, where he heard the Father’s 
loving voice, to the desert, where he heard the hiss of 
the serpent’s voice. But he was filled with the Spirit 
to meet the enemy, and so are we. 

When we forsake all and follow him, we forsake 
our “all,” and we take*his “all.” 

Jesus did not deliver John from prison, but he be- 
gan the preaching that will open every prison door. 

“They were fishers.” What did they become? The 
difference is the difference that Jesus can make with 
a man. 

John’s faithfulness won him his death—and an 
everlasting crown. 

When we catch men for Christ, our “fish” should 
be turned into fishermen as soon as they are caught. 

Bill Ridgway’s vivid paragraph on “Goin’ a-Fishin’,” 
in the lesson of November 27 climaxes thus: “When 
you sperid your life ‘sinner fishin’’ you are a good life 
steward all right!” 

Cotumar, S. C. 

we 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIAL: 
gilded. 


WHat do you think of when you see a crown? 
A king. Surely. And what does a king do, or 
perhaps I should say, What did kings use to do? 
Rule over their subjects. And when a king com- 
manded, what did the loyal subject do? He obeyed. 

Today we read how the Lord Jesus walked by the 
sea, and called two brothers who were fishermen to 
follow him, and how they left everything and followed 
him. And he went a little farther and called two 
more brothers, and they left their father and their 
boat and followed him. Why did they follow him? 

Would you drop your business and follow some 
strange man who came by and asked you? 

They knew nothing about him or what he wanted. 
Though he wore no crown, yet he was King of kings, 


A paper crown of gilt paper, or 
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The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
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. January 1.—John Prepares the Way for Jesus. 


Mark 1: 1-11 
2. January 8—Jesus Begins His Work ....Mark 1 : 12-20 
3. January 15.—Jesus at Work ..............Mark 1 : 21-45 
4. January 22—Jesus Forgiving Sin ............Mark 2: 1-12 
5. January 29.—Jesus and the Sabbath ..Mark 2:13 to 3:6 
6. February 5.—Jesus Chooses the Twelve ....Mark 3 : 7-35 
7. February 12.—Jesus Teaching by Parables — Four 


Hinds GE PRORSOTD. oc cccnc de te ctis cevecenes Marke 0g 3 1°90 
. February 19.—Jesus Teaching by Parables — The 
Growth of the Kingdom ................Mark 4 : 21-34 
9. February 26.—Jesus Shows His Power. 
Mark 4:35 to 5:20 
10. March 5.—Jesus Giving Life and Health ..Mark 5: 21-43 
11. March 12.—Jesus Ministering to the Multitude. 
Mark 6: 1-56 
12. March 19.—The Effects of Alcoholic Drinks (Tem- 
perance Lesson). Prov. 23 : 29-32; Isa. 28: 1-4; 
Dan. 5: 1-4 
13. March 26.—Review: Jesus Our Example in Service. 
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and his kingliness must have shone out through his 

humanity, so that the men’s hearts were drawn to him. 

We are told that he spake as never man spoke, 
Today he is still calling men to follow him, and 

they know who he is, and where he leads, but they 

refuse to follow. He may be your Saviour, but is 

he your Lord? Have you given up all to follow him? 
Mopesto, CAL. - 


The Busy Men’s Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Two “Voices.”—After that John was put in 
prison, Jesus came... saying, ... Repent ye (vs. 14, 
15). That loud and imperative Voice that awakened 
the echoes of the countryside (any place outside city 
walls was a “wilderness”) and drew the people, in- 
cluding Roman soldiers, is now silenced by the thick 
stone walls of the mountain prison. No longer rings 
up and down the Jordan Valley the raucous cry, “Re- 
pent ye!” No longer the strong language, no longer 
the hard names, no longer the locust-and-wild-honey 
manners (Matt. 3: 7-12). A gentler Voice now sounds 
in Galilee, but the message is the same challenging 
“Repent ye!” Children never climbed up into the 
camel hair lap. Out-of-doors men rarely have hands 
light enough to caress little children, no matter how 
tender may the heart under the “camel hair.” 
George Fox, in his leather coat and breeches, with 
which he went up against the licentiousness and ex- 
travagance of Charles the Second’s Court, never tells 
of dancing any little folks on his knee in his minute 
and particular “Journal.” Spence, the English etcher, 
has illustrated the life of George Fox as taken from 
his “Journal.” I have seen a set of these etchings at 
Haverford (Pa.) College, and there is not a “child 
picture” among the lot. There is never a set of Gos- 
pel pictures but there is always one of “Jesus Blessing 
Little Children.” What I am trying to say is that 
Billy Sunday and his imitators, with their spectacular 
manner, methods, and message pass on, and then good 
old Doctor Brown comes into his own. Dr. Brown’s 
message is virtually the same Sunday after Sunday, 
and oh, how differently is the Gospel message given! 
Who ever heard of the peripatetic evangelist going 
into the Primary Department of a Sunday-school? 
The only children I ever saw in a group at a Billy 
Sunday service were those ragged urchins he gathers 
on the street as a sample of the “grist for the gin 
mill.” But the old Doctor Brown’s are the gentle 
voices which follow the “voice crying in the wilder- 
ness” | 


The Crude Ore.—For they were fishers (v. 16). 
Why did Jesus go to the fishing banks for his closest 
earthly friends? If you have not already done so 
get Kipling’s “Captains Courageous” and read the 
delightful story of the Gloucester (Mass.) fisher folks. 
It tells how these fishermen were the salvation from 
death and the reformation and man-making of a 
spoiled son of old Millions. Fishermen of the Sea 
of Galilee, from the Scripture account, spent their 
lives staring death in the face, similar to the brave 
and hardy Gloucester fishermen who win a precarious 
livelihood amid the fogs and dangers of the Grand 
Banks (Matt. 8:24, 25). The man who habitually 
faces death may be rough and ready on the outside, 
like my winter overcoat, but like this same overcoat 
he is “all wool and a yard wide.” Get your encyclo- 
pedia and.read the account of Masaniello, the fisher- 
man who in 1622 saved Naples from the Spanish 
tyrant. Masaniello, you will discover, ran true to 
the Galilee and Gloucester form, and met the Galilee 
fisherman’s fate. Have you not noticed that the rough- 
and-tumble fellow, the husky “fisherman” type, of the 
strong language and crude manners, after he comes 
in touch with the Lord Jesus has these rugged quali- 
ties also born again with him? Indeed, he becomes 


* 667 


a regular Peter-James-John disciple. For example, 
note these from the front pages, Tom Noonan, John 
Callahan, Mel Trotter, Walter Taylor, John McIntyre, 
Billy Sunday. And many more who will suggest 
themselves within your own circle. Perhaps you, 
yourself. We have quite a lot here in Coatesville. 
Yours Truly is another. In the old Midway days I 
could generally “lick” any “rough neck” of my own 
size and weight, and almost daily had to do it, espe- 
cially in the summertime when we gathered at the 
old swimmin’ hole. There is a birch tree on the old 
battlefield at Rock Run with this cut in its bark, 
“W. H. R. 1875"! 

CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusua! 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, Mrs. 
Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate Editor of the Times, 
“Mr. Lane. Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers as given 
on a later page of this issue? 


HY does Mark begin his Gospel with the ministry 
of Christ in Galilee? 
2. Why did Jesus come into Galilee? 
John had been put in prison? 


3. Was Christ tempted by Satan before his baptism? 
Why should these special temptations come to him at the 
beginning of his ministry? 

4. What does Mark pass over in his account of the 
Temptation of our Lord that is given in Matthew and 
Luke? 

5. What does Mark tell of the Temptation that Mat- 
thew and Luke do not mention ; 


6. Which one of the four Gospels omits entirely any 
mention of the temptation of our Lord Jesus? 


7. What did Jesus see in the four disciples that led 
him to call them? 


8. Has John Jones, of today, any less opportunity than 
John Zebedee, of A. D. 30, to be an intimate personal 
helper to Jesus Christ? Why? 

9. Is it necessary for one to forsake one’s business to 
become a “fisher of men’? Give your reasons. 


10, How may one best decide whether the call to be- 
come fishers of men is for whole time service, or as a 
“wayside” ministry ? 


Was it because 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given on one of 
the later pages of this issue. 


+ 4 
The IHlustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given te illustrations on that portion 
of = a) text indicated in the lesson list after the 
wo 66) t.”” 


In view of the large number of illustrations submitted on 
each lesson, readers are asked to limit to ten illustrations 
the total number for any one lesson. 

Why Was Christ Tempted?—And he was there in 
the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan (v. 13). 
The construction of a railroad bridge over a great 
chasm hundreds of feet deep was completed. The first 
trains, two huge locomotives, approached and stopped 
in the center. The engines looked so massive — the 
iron and steel work of the bridge so like a spider’s 
web supporting them! While the engineers and fire- 
men kept those tremendous tons of iron beating and 
quivering upon the bridge for nearly half a day, they 
sat in their cabs, smoked their pipes, laughed, and 
chatted with seeming indifference. Were they thus 
suspended in mid-air to find out whether there was any 
inherent weakness in the newly-built structure? No, 
they were there to prove and demonstrate to all who 
saw them that this bridge was worthy of their con- 
fidence; that they might venture upon it, trust them- 
selves to it unreservedly, and without the shadow of 
a fear. All the weight of temptation was crowded on 
our Lord Jesus Christ in that hour when the Devil 
met him, not to see whether there were any inherent 
weakness or tendency to sin in him, but to show him 
as the unbreakable bridge upon whom we might fling 
ourselves without reserve, and in unhesitating com 
fidence—Condensed from leaflet “Could Our Lord 
Have Sinned?” by I. M. Haldeman. Sent by W. A. - 
Herzog, Lyndonville, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


How to Deal with the Enemy.—Tempted of Satan 
(v. 13). A believer’s watchfulness is like that of a 
soldier. A sentinel posted on the walls, when he dis- 
cerns a hostile party advancing does not attempt to 
make head against it himself, but informs his com- 
manding officer of the enemy’s approach and leaves 
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him to take the proper measure against 
the foe. So the Christian does not attempt 
to fight temptation in his own strength; 
his watchfulness lies in observing its ap- 
proach, and in telling God of it by prayer. 
—From “root Illustrations for Pulpit and 
Platform,” by Webb. Sent by Mary F. 
Wishard, San Rafael, Cal. » 


Our Substitute.—Preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom (v. 14). He who is the 
Bread of Life began his ministry hun- 
gering. He who is the Water of Life 
ended his ministry thirsting. Christ hun- 
gered as man, and fed the hungry as 
God. He was weary, and yet he is our 
rest. He paid tribute, and yet he is the 
King. He was called a devil, and cast 
out devils. He prayed, and yet he hears 
prayer, He wept, and he dries our tears. 
He is sold for thirty pieces of silver, 
and redeems the world. He is led as a 
lamb to the slaughter, and is the Good 
Shepherd. He dies, and gives his life, 
and by dying destroys death—From The 
Christian, Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Which Have We?—The gospel of the 
kingdom (v. 14). An old mining pros- 
pector was being solaced on his sick bed 
by a clergyman, who told him of the 
heavenly Jerusalem, the streets of which 
are paved with gold. “Excuse me, par- 
son,” interrupted the dying man, “are 
you quoting from the prospectus or from 
the battery report?”—From The Literary 
Digest. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 


“Later” May Be Too Late.—Siraigiit- 
way they forsook their nets, and followed 
him (v. 18). “What is your complaint 
against this young man, John?” said the 
magistrate to the Chinese laundryman, 
who had summoned a young man whose 
laundry bill was in arrears. “He too 
muchee by and by,” was the answer of 
the aggrieved celestial. There are other 
people who are troubled with the same 
complaint.. People are likely to sing 
themselves into perdition with “the sweet 
by and by.” What they need is the sweet 
“now,” which is the accepted time and 
the day of salvation—From “1ooo Evan- 
gelistic Illustrations,” by Webb. Sent by 
Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Marks of a Christian: 2. Obedience. 


(1) Faithful fishermen become faithful 
followers. 


(2) Obey “straightway.” 


|. AST week we were talking about a 
faithful messengér—who can _ re- 
member his name? Yes, John. Now one 
day something sad happened to John. A 





number of King Herod’s rough soldiers 
came and took him prisoner and carried 
him off to prison. Now who would give 
the people God’s message? Let us read 
verse 14 of our lesson and see. Why, 
God had sent his own dear Son to give 


stop you any longer. Be like Simon, 
Andrew, James, and John, and obey 
“straightway.” 

Point out that Simon and Andrew had 
to forsake their nets, and’ James and John 
had to leave their father. Although the 
Lord jesus sometimes asks us to give up 
things, it is always in order to give us 
something better. They had to leave 
their nets and Zebedee, but they gained 
the Lord Jesus, and became his closest 
friends on earth. Sometimes he asks us 
to make some sacrifice for his sake, per- 
haps to give up our playtime, to help 
some one, but he says, “Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me” 
(Matt. 25: 40). 


Expression Work 


The little ones might learn the follow- 
ing chorus: 


I will make you fishers of men, 
Fishers of men, 
Fishers of men; 

I wil! make you fishers of men 
If you follow me, 
If you follow me, 
If you follow me, 

I will make you fishers of men, 
If you follow me. 


Nozwicu, En. 
ye 
Your Class of - Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 








his message. Can anyone tell me what 
it was? (v. 15.) 

Explain that “Gospel” means “Good | 
News,” and that the Good News was that ' 
the promised Messiah had come. Have | 
a good map of the Holy Land, and let 
the children find the Sea of Galilee on 
it. Tell the story of verses 16 to 20 
simply. Stress the fact that Simon and 
Andrew, James, and John were all busy 
doing their work when the Lord Jesus 
called them. He cannot use idlers. They 
were fishermen, and the Lord said, “I 
will make you to become fishers of men.” 
Their work was a preparation for his 
work. So may ours be —even learning 
lessons or helping Mother at home — if 
done faithfully. 

Tell a little about these first helpers 
of the Lord Jesus. If possible have some 
good pictures of Galilean fishermen to 
show the children. Andrew was one of 
John the Baptist’s disciples. He first 
saw the Lord Jesus in the wilderness 
when he came to be baptized, and spent 
a day with him, in company with another 
disciple, thought by many to be John, He 
then brought his brother Simon Peter 
to the Lord (John 1:41). It was An- 
drew who brought the little lad with his 
lunch of five barley loaves and two small 
fishes to the Lord Jesus, who fed five 
thousand people with them. Peter, James, 
and John all wrote letters which we find 
in our Bibles. (Have the children look 
them up.) 

Now how did these men act when they 
heard the Lord Jesus call them? Were 
they like the boys and girls who, when 
they are reading or playing, hear Mother 
call them and answer, “Just a minute,” 
and go on with their game or their book? 
No, they obeyed at once — “straightway,” 
Mark tells us. There is a little saying, 
“By the street of By-and-By one arrives 
at the town of Never.” The Lord Jesus 
wants us to obey him immediately. He 
is calling us today and he says, “To day 
if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
heart” (Psa. 95:7, 8). Satan whispers 
in our ears, “Tomorrow! — tomorrow 
will do to answer that call.” But to- 
morrow won't do, for tomorrow never 
comes. “Today” is Jesus Christ’s word. 
He is here, and he is calling you by name. 

Christ said to his first helpers, “Fol- 
low me, and win others,” and that is 
what he is saying to you. Do you say, 
“I am too small,” or “I am not clever 
enough”? The Lord Jesus knows you 
cannot do it by yourself, but he says, “I 
will be with you.” It is not you by your- 
self, but you and the Lord Jesus. Will 


How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 
1. Watching for Mark’s “signs.’’ 
2. Watching Jesus begin his work. 














you obey his call today? Don’t let Satan’s 
messengers, Giants Self-Will, Put-off- | 
till-tomorrow, Sloth, and all the others, 


AVING aroused your girls’ interest 
in this young biographer of The 
Young Man, Christ Jesus, help them, 
with open Bibles, to find some of those 
characteristics we remarked upon in last 
week’s study. We need cover only the 
first twenty verses of the first chapter 
—all that has been assigned so far, in 
this first searching of this Scripture, but 
in even this short passage what do we 
find? 
Swiftness in the telling, we said we 
should find: note how immediately Mark 
gets his story under way, with only one 








my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither 


are your Ways my ways, 
saith the Lord? tsaiass7s. 
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short. introductory statement (1:1), and 
one brief quotation from the Old Testa- 
ment, to introduce John. Compare this 
with any one of the other three, and its 
immediate action will strike you forcibly. 
He sums up John’s mission and message 
in exceedingly few words, but telling 
ones, and the baptism and temptation of 
our Lord with even greater brevity — 
but how vividly! Note Mark’s forceful 
verbs — “the Spirit driveth him,” and so 
on. Continue to note these powerful 
verbs. How many times can your ‘girls 
find Mark’s favorite, “straightway” in 
these first twenty verses? Read these 
four sentences aloud, one immediately 
aiter the other, and note their effect — 
just the first clauses of each. We don’t 
find any “multitude” or miracle, yet; nor 
any contact with his human enemies, as 
Jesus begins his work, but keep them in 
mind from study to study,—they are 
coming ! 

2. And how clearly, as through a per- 
fectly transparent glass, Mark enables us 
to watch the Lord Christ about his first 
work, after he had won his first victory! 
What an eye for the dramatic this young 


scribe had— wild beasts and angels in- 


company with their Creator in that “wil- 
derness”! How succinctly Mark sum- 
marizes the first preaching of our Lord 
—in one sentence! Note its verbs of 
command. 

And that first calling of his first fol- 
lowers, from their commonplace job of 
fishing for fish for the market place to 
their tremendously momentous one of fish- 
ing for men for the kingdom of God! How 
few words Mark uses to picture these 
four men who “straightway” left seeking 
their own gain for gaining souls for their 
new Master! Our Lord knew his own 
mind so positively in choosing these four 
that his decisiveness brought them to an 
immediate decision and prompt obedience, 
and Mark was thrilled by the thought 
of such power in this Master-mind that 
it could move men to a revolutionary 
action without a word of argument or 
an hour’s delay! True, this was not the 
first meeting between our Lord and these 
four, for John tells of a former meeting 
for at least three of them (John 1: 35- 
42), in words as winsome as-Mark’s are 
terse, in recording their decision to. leave 
all and follow Jesus of Nazareth. Read 
those words for the background of this 
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Lesson for January 8 


call to service. We must first know 
Him, before we can serve him. 


Home Study 
Read the other two accounts of our 
Lord’s . temptation: Matthew 4: I-11, 
Luke 4: I-13. 
Decatur, Ga, 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: From water boy to Presi- 
dent. 

Discussion: Show how wisdom in one’s 
choices and faithful service — and above 
all, faith in God and the application of 
his Word—lead to the higher levels of 
life’s experiences. 

Objective: Recognizing and answering 
the call of Jesus Christ. 


AY, fellows, the president of one of 

the big railroad systems of this coun- 
try was once the water boy, lowest paid 
man on a track gang. It would be inter- 
esting to trace the course of events in 
the rise of that young man. But one 
thing is certain, there was something 
inside of him that helped to hear the call 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 
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to “come up higher.” You may be sure 
he dreamed otf something better than 
carrying water at fifty cents a day. And 
it came. If a fellow keeps his eyes and 
ears open while in the line of duty, 
sooner or later he comes to’a “step up.” 
And that leads to another step up. 
Simon and Andrew, and James and 
John, also were “water boys,” but theyy 
fished in the water. It was honorable 
work, but there was something far bet- 
ter in God’s plan for them — and one day 
they heard the call to “come up higher.” 





Today their names are enrolled among ' 


the immortals, occupying their priceless 
place by the side of the King of kings. 

Yet they might have missed it! It is 
a startling thought, how easily they could 
have missed it, following the usual line 
of human reasoning. Who was this 
Jesus? they might have asked. Was he 
not just a man from Nazareth? Was he 
wealthy? Did he have a good paying busi- 
ness? Did he stand in with the authori- 
ties and the ruling powers? Did he have 
anything to offer them that would justify 
them in leaving their “water boy” work? 

The answers to all these questions, 
from a human point of reasoning, were 
unfavorable. But there was something 
inside the thinking of these fishermen 
that enabled them to see over all the ob- 
jections and recognize a call to “come up 
higher.” 

And that is the big point in this les- 
son today. In your case and mine the 
situation as to Jesus Christ, his presence 
on the shore of our lives, his marvelous 
power and limitless resources, his desire 
to make us his partners in the greatest 
of all businesses, and his clear call to us 
to “come up higher,” —all these are the 
same as when he stood on the shore and 
called those water boys from the Sea of 
Galilee. 

But you and I, fellows, must have 
something in us that recognizes the call 
and enables us to answer it—or we will 
miss, it and lose the rich prize. Many a 
fellow has unwisely clung to his “nets” 
and invested the precious energies of his 
life in a day-by-day grind, to make money 
or get other worldly power or worldly 
pleasure—and has gotten those things 
only to find them unsatisfying and turn- 
ing to ashes at last in his hands. Jesus 
Christ calls you and me “up higher” — 
to a service that honors him and brings 
the only real satisfaction to our own 
hearts. 

Let us ask God, who gives the .wis- 
dom that is really wise, to help us recog- 
nize the call and follow the Master. 

GrEEnsBorO, N. C. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that there have been those 
all down the Christian centuries who have 
been faithful helpers of the Lord Jesus. His 
call has claimed them for a life of service 
in his name, and others like them in these 
days are bearing a glorious testimony to his 
grace and power. May we realize that he is 
looking to us for the fulfillment of his plans, 
and that we are called to a high privilege in 
having any part in his service. May we 
learn from him as we study this lesson of his 
testing times and his calling of those who 
were to be not only his servants, but whom 
he later called his friends. May his grace 
be upon us in our testing times, and his 
power work out through us into that to 
which he has called us. In his name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you noticed 
in your lesson study the path over which 
the Lord Jesus entered into his work? 
He was baptized; he was approved by 
his heavenly Father; he was tempted by 
a number of special temptations; he be- 
gan to preach the Gospef; he-—“chose 
helpers. who gave up what they had been 
doing and followed him. Have you 
thought today as you discussed this les- 
son what‘ ways this same Lord Jesus has 
of leading us into our work for him? 
We may be sure of one thing, and that 
is that we shall be tempted strongly. 
There are also some things that we shall 
doubtless have to lay aside; then, too, 
we are certainly called upon to tell others 
about the Gospel, the good news. In 





the very hour of the call of the disciples 
by the Lord himself, he gave them a 
very wonderful promise, — that he would 
make them fishers of men, to draw others 
to him. He will so gladly do that for 
us if we are but willing. Have we just 
been willing to receive from him without 
passing on the Gospel to others? If we 
have not begun to do what we might do 
in leading others to him, shall we watch 
for opportunities ‘this week to speak to 
others about the Lord? Let us pray. 
AGING 


JESUS INDING His OILERS 


AM | ONE? 














4 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for January 8) 


1. One reason may be that this was the 
ministry in which Peter took an active part, 
and which Peter would describe in his 
messages. The ministry in Galilee was also 
the full public ministry of Christ, rather 
than the Judean ministry that preceded it. 


2. It seems clear that ‘one of Christ’s rea- 
sons for withdrawing from Judea was be- 
cause of the imprisonment of John and the 
opposition stirred up against his message 
and that of John on the part of the Jewish 
leaders. 


3. Our Lord as a human _ being was 
tempted before his baptism. When he be- 
gan his ministry there came the new power 
and commission to work miracles, the com- 
mission to proclaim himself as Messiah, the 
commission to enter into a great conflict 
with the powers of evil. Since Satan is 
the great adversary it was natural that there 
should be the temptation and contest at the 
beginning, — a temptation in connection with 
the way in which Messiah’s work was to 
be carried out. 


4: Mark makes no mention of the specific 
temptations (three) brought by Satan to our 
Lord and his replies to each one. 


5. Mark makes significant mention of the 


wild beasts that were with Christ in the! 


wilderness. 


6. John does not record the Temptation, 
even by a reference to it. 


7. These men were probably all disciples 
of John. the Baptist, indicating that they 
were interested in the coming of the King- 
dom. They were busy, active, but humble 
men, and capable of receiving the training 
and transformation that Christ would give. 


8. Certainly not. Rather, in some re- 
spects ag Jones has a better opportunity. 
See John 14: 23. 


9g. No. Commercial and professional as- 
sociations and contacts offer “‘fishing’”’ oppor- 
tunities that are not so accessible to min- 
isters and missionaries. 


10. By prayer, and letting the Holy Spirit 
guide. 





Children at Home 











Frost Fire 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


MAGIC carpet, six hundred miles 

square, woven in every shade of red 
and yellow and green by the fingers of 
the frost, covered the Barrens. 

The star-leaves of the sweet gums 
were bronze-red, deepening into royal 
purple and the ground was wine-red with 
the stained leaves of the blueberries, cas- 
sandra, and stagger bush. The willow 
oaks were sunshine yellow, the aspens 
green-gold, the post oaks molten-copper, 
the white oaks dull crimson, the swamp 
maples peach-red, the greenbrier Mo- 
rocco-red, with now and then a leaf of 
pure absolute scarlet, and the sassafras 
buttercup-yellow, while everywhere was 
the sea-green of the pitch pines and the 
emerald of the white cedars. 

Through that riot of color the Lower 
Mill Branch of the Rancocas. wound its 
way, a lambent stream of dark. amber, 
with gleams of dull crimson, midnight- 
green, and deep gold where it reflected 
the tints of the trees overhanging its 
banks. 

Through the frosty air a dozen of us 
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followed a hidden trail across Treetop 
Bridge, where a fallen pine made a pre- 
carious crossing, past Jack’s House, a 
clearing where an old house once stood 
a century and a half ago, and on through 
the dense woods to the Sulphur Spring 
that bubbles out of the bank of the 
stream. Beside its cold, pungent water 
grew the rare climbing fern with its 
stem like drawn copper wire and _ its 
lovely, heart-shaped evergreen leaves. 

There Susan found a box turtle, a male 
with red eyes — the lady-turtles have vel- 
low eyes—and I remembered Goggisey 
Jones, who went to the high school with 
me at Stamford, Conn., about a hundred 
years ago. Goggisey had his name be- 
cause he could talk Hog-Latin, where 
every word had the syllables transposed 
and ended in “oggis,” better than any 
boy in school. Goggisey had a quaint 
whimsey. Whenever he found a box 
turtle, with great care he carved the ini- 
tials “G. W. 1776” on the turtle’s mot- 
tled black and yellow shell. There must 
be at least a hundred turtles still mas- 
querading as pets of the father of our 
country, for the box turtle is said to live 
as long as a man, 

We came back to the Cabin just as 
the ghostly calls of the great horned 
owls began to sound through the frosty 
twilight, and we men-folk went down to 
the Basin for a dip. 

The Basin is where the creek makes 
a circle partially surrounded by high 
banks, where a flight of steps leads down 
to the brown water. One of the party 
claimed to have gone swimming in Labra- 
dor and I once (only once) bathed in 
Puget Sound, which is too far north to 
be used as a bathing resort, but we both 
agreed that the Rancocas in November 
could hold its own with any water below 
the Arctic Circle. Judging from the 
shouts of pain and anguish which came 
from each one as they dived deep, they 
agreed with our views, 

After our swim we _ hurried back 
through the dusk to find a big fire roaring 
in the great fireplace and one of the finest 
suppers awaiting us ever seen on the 
North American continent. 

Before bedtime we all went out to see 
the full moon, a great bubble of pale- 
gold, rise through the pines and climb 
the sky until its light turned the silent 
Barrens to silver. 

The next day I had a long walk and 
saw the first junco of the year with his 
two snowy tail-feathers, like the flutter 
of white skirts, and found a deserted nest 
of a Maryland yellowthroat in a tus- 
sock of grass in the marshland near the 
Cabin, where the deer bed in winter in 
the long, yellow grass. 

Farther on I came to a deserted cran- 
berry bog, where the bleached tan of 
dead grass mingled with tiger-tawny 
patches of reeds and gray-violet stretches 
of frostbitten cranberry vines. There I 
found one of the last flowers of the year, 
that little orchid, the ladies’ tresses, with 
its pale green stem and waxen white 
flowers with their scent of bitter almonds. 

Then, as I was munching quantities of 
the red, spicy berries of the wintergreen, 
under the ensanguined leaves of a cassan- 
dra bush I caught a gleam of pale yellow 
and picked that deadly mushroom, the 
death-angel. It may be white, yellow, or 
tan, but always it rises out of a bulbous 
socket, and is the most fatal thing that 
grows in North America, for there is 
no known antidote for its subtle, fatal 
venom. 

Farther on I found the meaty, brown 
cap of another mushroom of a very dif- 
ferent sort. It had a thick, fleshy stem, 
and its gills were a pale violet, while it 
tasted like the ripe chéstnuts which we 
used to pick before the blight. Its Latin 
name is hypholéma personatum, and it is 
one of the most delicious mushrooms 
known. 

Then, with great bunches of fragrant 
everlasting, all silver-tan, and cream-- 
brown pussytoes and bunches of swamp 
maple branches, a blended glory of peach- 
red, dull crimson, and bronze-purple. I 
came back to the Cabin and in another 
hour we were homeward bound, recreated, 
refreshed, and ready for another week’s 
work. 


HAVERFORD, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Jan. 15. How Unselfish Should We Be? Matt. 
16 : 21-27. 

Jan. 22. Dangers of Living Just for Things. 
Luke 12: 13-34. 

Jan. 2. What Good Is Our Church Doing? 
Matt. 5§: 13-16. (Beginning Christian En- 
deavor Week.) 

Feb. 5. How Shall We Determine Our Ideals? 
Psa. 119 : 129-136; Matt. 5:1-9. (Christian 
Endeavor Day.) 


Sunday, January 8 


How May We Know God’s Will? 
(Psa. 119 : 105) 





Mon.—“Search the Scriptures” (John 5: 


39). 

Tues.—Obey and learn (Psa. 40:8). 

_ Wed.—Learning through consecration 
(Kom. 12:1, 2), 

Thurs.—Learning by meditation (Mic. 6: 
6-8). 

Fri—Study God and learn (John §: 109, 
20). 

Sat.—Learning through prayer (Acts 9: 
10-16), 











How is God’s will revealed in nature? 
When do people need to know God’s will? 
What happens when we disobey God’s will? 


SMALL boy was busily playing near 

his home, when his mother came to 
the door and called him. He paid no 
attention, but went on with his play. 
Again the mother called, and finally the 
third time she spoke in a louder voice. 
With that the little boy shouted, without 
turning his head, “It’s no use for you 
to call any louder, Mother; I can’t hear 
a word you say.” 

we 


Is not this the attitude that many, per- 
haps some of us, show toward God? He 
is speaking to us constantly through con- | 
science, through the circumstances that 
come into our lives, through the testi- 
mony of others, through the preaching 
of the Gospel, and through the written 
Word. Yet often we turn a deaf ear to 
his voice and, by so doing, like the little 
boy, say to him, “It is no use for you 
to speak louder. I cannot hear a word 


you say.” 
$e 


Contrast with this the attitude of one 
who is caring for a sick person. Per- 
haps you have watched near a_ bedside 
of one who was desperately ill. Your 
ears were on the alert constantly for the 
slightest sound. Even though you lay 
down to rest, a word or a slight move- 
ment roused you. What a difference it 
would make in our Christian life if we 
had such an attitude of alertness in lis- 
tening for God’s voice. 


ge 


But, perhaps some of us are asking, 
“How may I know God's voice? How 
may I really know his will? Will I hear 
an audible voice speaking to me, as did 
Samuel and Moses?” We hear folks say 
sometimes that the Bible is God’s voice 
speaking. to us. That is true. Neverthe- 
less, some of us may have realized that 
we do not find in God’s Word the direct 
answer to many questions that we would 
like to know. We do not find, for in- 
stance, a verse that tells us that it is 
wrong to dance, or that movies are harm- 
ful, or that card playing is not a suitable 
testimony for a Christian. How then 
are we to know God's will? 

Strange as it may seem, the Bible alone 
is not enough to reveal God's will to 
us. There are some who have used the 
Bible and have gone far away from the 
will and purpose of God. “Mary Baker 
Eddy claimed to use the. Bible as the 
basis of her false cult’ of Christian Sci- 
ence. Other false religions such as Rus- 
sellism (now' known as “Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses”) frequently quote the Bible and 
claim to be followifg- its truth. Where 
is the difficulty, then? 

When God provided man with his 
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written Word he also made it possible 
for him to have the Holy Spirit to in- 
terpret that Word. The Holy Spirit has 
been given to guide us into all its truth 
and to guard us from the error of mis- 
interpreting the Scriptures. When men 
or women who do not have the Holy 
Spirit in their hearts seek to handle and 
use God’s Word, they may go astray, for 
we are told that unregenerate man can- 
not understand or know the things of the 
Spirit (1 Cor. 2:14). 

Therefore we must realize that the 
first step in knowing God's will is to 
accept the Lord Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour. From him we receive new life, 
and gift of the Holy Spirit whose busi- 
ness it is to reveal God’s will to us 
through the Word and through other 
means as we shall see. 

Next we should definitely ask God to 
reveal his will to us, and go to him again 
and again as we need more light or direc- 
tion. He has commanded us to’ do this 
(Jas. 1:5), and we should not leave de- 
cisions to chance in the vague hope that 
somehow he will guide us. 

Then we must’ have a_ whole-hearted 
desire to do God's will the instant we 
know what it is. There is danger of 
coming to God and seeking to know his 
will in order that we may then deter- 
mine whether or not we will do it. We 
have no claim upon God when we come 
to him in such a manner. But when we 


_come with a whole-hearted determination 


to know his will and to do it instantly, 
he can and will reveal his will to us. 
oye 

Having thus done our part we may 
now turn to God’s Word. As we saw 
before we will not find specific verses 
that will tell us to do this or that. But 
in God’s Word we will find clearly de- 
fined principles that will guide us, as the 
Holy Spirit applies what we read to: the 
particular circumstances on which we are 
seeking light. 


We must not ignore the definite im- 
press that God puts upon our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit,—a God-given 
impulse to do the thing that he wants us 
to do. However, we must not be led 
astray by mere impulse. It is possible 
to mistake our own desire for the impulse 
of the Spirit. Only as impulses check up 
with God’s Word and with the other 
means of ascertaining God's will is it 
safe to trust them. 

Be 

Then we may take into account the 
outward circumstances. When we are 
earnestly seeking guidance as to which 
of two or moré things to do, God often 
makes it impossible, by the mere chang- 
ing of circumstances, to do any but the 
right thing. He will shut one door and 
leave the other open for us to enter. 

Finally, we may be guided by the coun- 
sel of Christian friends. Those who have 
had more experience in the way, and whose 
judgment is more mature, may be trusted 
to advise us, when we know that they 
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ and are 
themselves seeking God's will in their 
own lives. 

ge 

We need to remember, however, that 
no one of these helps toward knowing 
God’s will may be trusted alone. It is 
only by considering them all together 
and checking one with the other that we 
may unhesitatingly go forward. 

In other words, when we feel an im- 
pulse to do a certain thing that does not 
check with God's Word we may know 
that that impulse is not Heaver-sent. 
When a Christian friénd advises us to 
do that against which our whole nature 
rebels, after we are confident that we 
have yielded ourselves completely to 
Christ and desire no will but his, then 
we may well go slowly in following the 
advice that has been given us. It may 
seem at first rather complicated to check 
all of these factors to know the will of 
God. But if we mean business and are 
willing definitely to seek God’s will in 
every. detail of our lives in just such a 
way, we will be surprised to find how 
simple it is, in most cases, to find out 
what God wants us to do. 

PHILADELPHIA, 








With the New Books 








The Bible in My Everyday Life 


Compiled by Eugene Franklin Reese. 
With Introduction by A. T. Robert- 
son, and a Verse for Each Day 
selected by Charles G. Trumbull. 
(System Bible Co., 1 West Linwood 
Boulevard, Kansas City, Mo., $2.85.) 


HE volume under review is a contri- 

bution, by one who has found the 
Bible blessed and precious, of a large 
number of texts that have enriched his 
own life and will be found of practical 
application in the lives of many others. 
These texts are conveniently classified 
under a wide variety of topics and sub- 
topics, all related to our everyday prob- 
lems and needs. 

The main divisions of the book are 
headed, Individual Life, Home Life, So- 
cial Life, Business Life, Religious Life, 
and Citizenship. These in turn are di- 
vided into many topics, with further sub- 
divisions in large number. For example, 
under Social Life, we find texts grouped 
under such general topics as Character, 
Reputation, Influence, Friendship, Fel- 
lowship, Enemy, Love, Marriage, Di- 
vorce, Neighbors, Ambition, Pleasure, 
Expediency, Social Virtues (with eight- 
een sub-topics) and Social Vices and Er- 
rors (with thirty sub-topics). Under 
the various topics the texts are given 
fully written out, using the King James 
Version of the Bible, and running from 
a half dozen texts in some cases to as 
many as thirty or forty in others. 

The section “Religious Life” is espe- 
cially full and helpful, including such 
sub-topics as Personal Christian Work, 
Spirituality, Forgiveness of Sins, Testi- 
mony, Faith, Salvation. These verses 
give not only the practical application, 
but include the most precious verses of 
Scripture covering the main Bible doc- 
trine. 

Dr. A, T. Robertson, the well-known 
Greek scholar of Louisville, Ky., has pro- 
vided an Introduction which admirably 
indicates the possibilities of such a vol- 
ume as this. He relates an incident told 
to him by a lady traveling on the same 
train: 

“She was quietly reading her New 
Testament. In the section of the Pull- 
man with her sat a mother and her son 
who watched her reading with some in- 
terest. Presently the mother asked: ‘Is 
that the New Testament that you are 
reading? Do you read it every day? 
Do you like to read it? Do you know 
how to find what you want in it?’ The 
last question was wistful and soon the 
stranger learned that this mother had 
been called to her old home by her 
father’s death, taking her son with her. 
She was in great need of comfort, but 
did not know how to find it in God's 
Word. She was very grateful when the 
stranger helped her with a short list of 
passages and was glad to use the pocket 
Testament to read them. — This incident 
throws light upon the actual condition 
of many people. who do not read the 
Bible systematically, who do not study it 
book by book, who hear sermons on iso- 
lated verses, who even study the Sunday- 
schoo! lessons which do not by any means 
cover the whole Bible. In a given emer- 
gency they are at a loss to find the words 
needed, even when they have hid it in 
their hearts. They do not know where 
to turn for the daily manna for their 
souls.” 

A special feature of the book is a 
Worship section, “My Verse for Today,” 
providing an appropriate Bible verse for 
every day in the year. The 366 selections 
for this section have been made by 
Charlés G. TYumbull, Editor of THE 
SunpAy ScHoot TIMes. 

The compiler has presented a compre- 
hensive grouping of Bible passages on 
the topics that should be of most inter- 
est and importance in guiding one’s own 
conduct and life. They have not been 
put together to prove any particular Bible 
doctrine, but the selections chosen show 
the scund evangelical- position of the 
compiler and the object has been “to 
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strengthen -one’s faith in Christ as Lord 
and Saviour and to brighten one’s patn 
in the midst of trials and temptations, and 
to increase one’s loyalty to Christ and 
usefulness in the Kingdom of God.” 


Hudson Taylor’s Legacy. Edited by 
Marshall Broomhall. (The China Inland 
Mission, 237 W. School Lane, Philadel- 
phia; 150 St. George St., Toronto 5, 
Canada; cloth $1, leather $1.75.) There 
is a remarkable quality in Hudson Tay- 
lor’s writings that seems to impart to 
his readers something of his own won- 
derful faith, his love for the souls of men, 
and his absolute devotion to the Lord. 
Mr. Broomhall is the author of the 
shorter biography, “Hudson Tayior: 
The Man Who Believed God,” reviewed 
in these columns, and now in this latest 
book he presents a series of daily read- 
ings, covering just one page each, for a 
period of four months, from the pen of 
the great founder of the China Inland 
Mission. There is a Scripture text at 
the head of each page, followed by the 
meditation, and sometimes the same sub- 
ject runs for three or four pages, though 
each page is complete in itself. Mr. 
Broomhall has divided the book into four 
parts: The Legacy of His Message, of 
His Life, of His Work, and “The Ever- 
Present Leader.” Not many men could 
say so much in so few words as Hudson 
Taylor. Mr. Broomhall likens Hudson 
Taylor’s words to “apples of gold,” and 
humbly adds that he must accept the re- 
sponsibility for the frame in which they 
are set. But one may well follow out 
Solomon’s figure of speech, and say ‘that 
these “apples of gold,” are here set in 
“pictures of silver,” for Mr. Broomhall’s 
Forewords and Epilogue, his introduction 
to each section, and his quotations from 
other writers enhance the beauty of the 
words of the beloved missionary. The 
compiler has designed this as a book 
of daily readings, and not one to be read 
through in a few days. It is well suited 
for this purpose as the meditations, which 
have come out of Hudson Taylor’s long 
experience in God’s service and his in- 
sight into His Word, are full of spir- 
itual truth. Hudson Taylor had the gift 
of bringing blessing out of unlikely pas- 
sages, as water out of.a rock. For in- 
stance, in speaking of the offerings of the 
princes in Numbers 7, he said: “Twelve 
times is all this detail given—a most 
emphatic evidence that God is never 
wearied in noting the service of His peo- 
ple.” One cannot go far in these pages 
without finding rich treasures, and if it 
is made a daily companion for four 
months much blessing will be brought 
into the life. 


Marko, the King’s Son. By Clarence 
A. Manning. (Robert M. McBride and 
Co., New York, $2.50.) The exploits of 
the Serbian hero, Marko Kralyevich, as 
related in this book, show him to be 
the possessor of all those qualities deemed 
heroic by the age and land in which he 
lived. He was a ruthless and heartless 
avenger of the oppressed, and a merciless 
defender of the Christian faith during the 
Turkish invasion of the Balkan states in 
the fourteenth century, albeit he was in 
no sense a Christian as we understand 
the term today. He is pictured as being 
a giant physically with at times super- 
natural strength,— such strength as en- 
abled him to kill single-handed every one 
of an attacking party numbering forty 
armed men. While possessing marvelous 
strength and taking part in wild and bar- 
barous adventures as he roamed the 
mountainous Balkan countries on his won- 
der-horse, Sharats, yet he was at the 
same time’ gentle and obedient in all his 
dealings with his mother, and ever faith- 
ful to his beautiful wife. Marko was 
indeed a powerful figure and a true hero 
of his time, but the only available infor- 
mation about him is gleaned from legends 
and ballads of Serbia, most of which are 
fanciful and not historical. The author 
has made a study of these ballads and 
folk tales and has from them put to- 
gether this connected story of the great 
Serbian hero, the first ever written in 
English. The book has a real Balkan 
atmosphere, created in part by the illus- 
trations and in part by the author’s use of 
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Balkan terms which are explained in a 
glossary. Boys and girls who enjoy 
reading of the days “when knights were 
bold” will like this tale. 


Whirlwinds of God. By Robert G. 
Lee, D.D. (Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville, 
Tenn., $1.50.) “The Lord hath his way 
in the whirlwind.” Scripture reveals it. 
Nature witnesses to it: History and hu- 
man experience demonstrate it. Here is 
a collection of sermons vibrant with 
mighty truths of God's sovereignty and 
purpose, of his judgments and mercy. 
The vanity of the world’s wisdom and 
religions is shown, and the all-sufficiency 
of Christ to atone tor sin and to create 
ideal manhood and womanhood. Lives 
of Bible characters and other familiar 
personages are cited as evidence, includ- 
ing some of recent note. The sermons 
ring with the appeal to come to the cross 
of Christ for salvation.and to yield self 
and talents to his mastery. The Lord 
Jesus stands out in vivid portraiture as 
sympathetic Shepherd, mighty Lord, suf- 
fering Saviour. A chapter devoted to 
our Lord’s cry, “It is finished!” gives 
an exposition of sacrificial truth as re- 
vealed in Old and New Testaments, with 
a statement of the significance of the 
Person of Jesus Christ in the Scriptures. 
Dr. Lee presents a beautiful book in 
thought and expression. He presents a 
reasonable book in submitting God’s phi- 
losophy. He presents a spiritual book in 
showing Jesus Christ. In a day of pre- 
vailing false doctrine, it meets the need 
of the student for a statement of truth 
in practical form. In a day of stress, it 
meets the general need for a message of 
faith and assurance. 


Gospel Dawn in Africa. A Brief His- 
tory of Protestant Missions in Africa. 
By H. Beiderbecke. Retold in English 
by E. F. Bachmann and J. F. Bornhold. 
(Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, 
Ohio, $1.25.) The demand of students 
for a brief but comprehensive history of 
Protestant missions in Africa is here met 
by one who has labored in that field. 
The book is comprised of four parts, 
each devoted to one great section of the 
Continent. <A survey is given of the ef- 
forts and progress of the various religious 
denominations and societies, with statis- 
tics. There are numerous illustrations 
and a large missionary map. A review 
is made of geographic conditions and of 
the customs and superstitions of the dif- 
ferent native tribes. This, together with 
reflections on government and modern 
civilization, gives the reader a fair con- 
ception of the problem confronting the 
missionary, in the past and,present. Ex- 
periences of noted saints are related in 
detail ranging from humorous incident 
to ruthless massacre. That “the blood 
of the martyrs is the seed of the church” 
needs no more striking proof than the 
changed heart of the African savage. If 
the infiuence of Christian martyrdom has 
so operated to shed light upon the Dark 
Continent, what a stimulus should the 
recital of these experiences be to young 
Americans! They show how the power 
of God sustains his messengers in the 
midst of trial, and transforms the hard- 
est hearts. 


Forty-Eight Primary Worship Serv- 
ices. By Caroline Kellogg. (Standard 
Publishing Co., Cincinnati, $1.50.) Every 
service of worship, whether for children 
or adults, should lead the worshiper to 
further knowledge of God, to real fel- 
lowship with- Him, and to an outward 
expression of his devotion. The services 
outlined in this book are so arranged as 
to bring about this result in the lives of 
children of Primary age. A few of the 
forty-eight themes are: The Beauty of 
the Earth, The Baby Jesus, Christmas 
and After, Loving Obedience, Loving and 
Giving, Friends of Jesus, The Heavenly 
Father’s Care, Meeting Temptation, In 
God’s House, Showing Love for Jesus, 
and Giving Ourselves: Every one of the 
forty-eight services is not only outlined, 
but is given in full with songs, stories, 
Scriptures; and suggested activities and 
conversation. Every service is complete 
in itself and is not connected with a par- 
ticular course of study and therefore can 
be used with any course. The worship 
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period as given in this book occupies the 
first part of the Sunday-school session 
and the closing moments, and allows am- 
ple time for the regular lesson period. 
The book was written with the view to 
helping superintendents of Primary De- 
partments of Sunday-schools especially, 
but any worker with children will find 
in it helpful suggestions and materials. 
One unusual feature of the book is that 
some of the services are followed by sug- 
gestions for their use in ungraded, one- 
room Sunday-schools. 


The Course of Christian Missions. A 
History and an Interpretation. By Wil- 
liam Owen Carver. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $3.) A history of Chris- 
tian missions from apostolic days until 


320 pages. The author explains that most 
of what he has learned about missions 
he has gleaned from books, and he brings 
together valuable information from his 
extensive reading. Unfortunately the 
book is not satisfactory in its attempted 
statement of facts concerning the mis- 
sionary enterprise, nor is it Scriptural in 
its statements about the Gospel or evan- 
gelism. Such a statement, for example, 
as “We are at length coming to see that 
there are no non-Christian lands,” shows 
a strange ignorance of the tragic facts 
as to vast areas of the earth’s surface 
and the many millions of souls where 
the Gospel has never been taken. The 
author’s missionaries are said to be “fol- 
lowing a universal Christ to interpret 
him as they find him striving for ex- 
pression in the religious yearnings of 
men the world over.” Modernism and the 
spurious “social gospel” are here; Chris- 
tians, we are told, “would unite all truth- 
seekers”; the New Testament writings 
“came to have a sort of authoritative 
value for all the churches.” It is regret- 
table that such a large and ambitious 
book on missions should fail so com- 
pletely to- interpret the facts or to set 
forth the unique glory of the work and 
call of the true ambassadors of Christ. 


Heaven or Hell Which? By R. C. 
Campbell. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.50.) For this forthright treat- 
ment of a subject that is “taboo” in many 
pulpits both author and publisher are to 
be congratulated. It is certainly true 
that even Fundamentalist preaching to- 
day has little to say of the terrible fact 
of future punishment. One can go to 
Bible conferences and sit under evangel- 
ical preaching for a long time without 
hearing a single sermon on this awful 
but vital doctrine. The implied univer- 
salism. of such a state of affairs is ob- 
vious. But here is a man who does not 
hesitate to come to grips with an unpop- 
ular theme. Taking as his basis that 
terrible story of the Rich Man and Laz- 
arus from Luke’s Gospel, Mr. Campbell 
has worked out a series of sermons of 
great power. Popular in the right sense, 
they have a directness of approach and 
an urgency of tone that give them true 
evangelistic power. Mr. Campbell’s words 
in his chapter on Hell should be laid on 
the hearts of all the ministers of the 
land: “The most alarming thing .. . 
is the absence of preaching on this doc- 
trine (future punishment), and a wide- 
spread indifference concerning it. Many 
minds are influenced and even warped 
by a modern universalism. The argu- 
ment of the atheist, the skeptic, the ag- 
nostic, and the unbelieving against this 
doctrine is having its effect.” 


Messiah: His Redemptive Career. By 
David L. Cooper, Ph.D., President of 
the Biblical Research Society. (Published 
by the author, 4417 Bernice St., Los An- 
geles, cloth, $1.25; paper, 35 cents.) Dr. 
Cooper is preparing a Messianic Series 
of four books. This is the third in a 
valuable series. They are intended espe- 
cially for the use of Jews and-must prove 
of great usefulness in leading them and 
Gentiles as well into the true understand- 
ing of God’s revelation as to the Messiah. 
The present book takes up the Jewish 
misinterpretation of Messianic revelation, 
that there are two Messiahs, one who 
comes to suffer and one who reigns in 
glory and power, and deals with two 
Psalms, the forty-fifth and one hundred 
and tenth, in which both ideas, of suffer- 

e 








ing and of glory, are connected with the 
one great Person, In Psalm forty-five 
the author sees four great portraits 
of the Messiah as “The Fairest of 
Men,” “The Mighty Warrior,” “The 
Mighty One Enthroned as God,” and 
the Bridegroom in the joy of the 
“Marriage Celebration.” The exposition 
is clear and helpful. The treatment of 
Psalm one hundred and ten is equally 
clear. The author goes into great detail 
to give his readers a definite understand- 
ing of this most important Messianic 
Psalm. The entire book will be very 
useful for work among Jews, to whom 
many thousands of copies are being sent. 


Girls Should Know. By Mrs. Alfreda 


: ) ‘ | J. Howell. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
now, with the author’s interpretation, fill | 


York, $1.50.) Probably there is no 
subject more difficult to write about in- 
offensively and at the same time truth- 
fully and effectively than that of sex 
hygiene. _ Mrs. Howell has _ succeeded 
signally and has writter a book that 
should be read by every adolescent girl, 
or better yet, digested by her mother and 
its contents given to her by word of 
mouth, One reason why Mrs. Howell 
has succeeded is that, as she herself says, 
her book deals not with her own theory 
as to what girls need to know but with 
questions which have been repeatedly 
asked her by the thousands of girls she 
has dealt with personally. The other 
main reason must lie in the personality 
of the author. The book is free from 
sentimentality, clear, scientific, and very 
obviously sincere. It is regrettable that 
the author refers to the requirements of 
the law of Moses as if they were of hu- 
man origin and faultily primitive, instead 
of inspired by God. But the book is 
otherwise distinctively Christian and 
makes its appeal according to the highest 
ethical standard, condemning in no un- 
certain terms the false modern psychol- 
ogy which has attempted to destroy the 
foundations of those institutions upon 
which Christian .¢ivilization has always 
rested. It deserves a very wide circula- 
tion. 


Christ’s Challenge and Other Evan- 
gelistic Sermons. By Charles Forbes 
Taylor. (Flem:ng H. Revell Co., New 


York, $1.50.) When Paul wrote to Tim-. 


othy he said, “from a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures.” When one 
reads the sermons of Charles Forbes Tay- 
lor, he can say the same thing. His 
father was an itinerant evangelist and 
the son became known as “The Boy 
Evangelist.” Since he was nine years of 
age he has been telling and singing the 
Gospel Story. He is now an experienced 
and thoughtiul preacher and writer. It 
is good to know that when one reads this 
volume of evangelistic addresses he is 
reading the fourth book of a man who has 
known and loved the Gospel message for 
a long time. The author tells us that 
every sermon contained in this’: volume 
has been preached many times, in many 
places under many circumstances. Each 
has been written and then twice rewrit- 
ten. The messages are true to the Word, 
written in love, and simply told. They 
abound in striking stories, many of them 
from the author’s own experience. The 
volume may be commended to those who 
love the Gospel. 


Seventy-Eight Year-Round Stories. 
By Louise M. Oglevee. (Standard Pub- 
lishing Co., Cincinnati, $1.25.) Ali chil- 
dren love stories, and suitable ones are 
not easy to find. Mrs. Oglevee has col- 
lected here a number of her own inimit- 
able stories for Beginners and Primary 
children. They are short, yet long enough 
to be very effective, and they have a 
simple, direct appeal. Many of them are 
adapted for certain seasons of the year 
or special lessons, as for Easter, Thanks- 
giving, and Christmas, and while orig- 


inally planned for the use of teachers, 


little readers themselves will enjoy 
them quite as much. Hidden in the 
heart of many of them are lessons of 
love and kindness, obedience, and fair- 
ness. There are stories with mission- 
ary interest and others with a definite 
spiritual touch. The clear type and at- 
tractive illustrations will appeal to the 
child reader as well as to the worker 
with children. 
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By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D., LL.D 
(International Uniform Sunday-School 
ssons 
100,000 Sunday School Workers 
Yearly Depend Upon It 


Because—It gives the knowledge and in- 
spiration required for successful teaching 
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By AMOS R. WELLS 


KNOW YOUR BIBLE? (60th thousarid) 
1500 questions on great events and characters 


GO TILL YOU GUESS (30th thousand) 


400 sections of 5 questions each pointing to 
answers. 


BIBLE SAYINGS 
1500 sentences to be completed or located. 


THE BIBLE CROSS-WORD PUZZLE BOOK 
By S. K. DAVIS 
50 regular puzzles with diagramed answers. Based 
on Bible facts, persons, places and synonyms. 
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concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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An annuity gift to the Amer- 
ican Bible Society pays you 
an income as long as you live. 


e « e and you help 
speed the Gospel 
message too! 


Your gift will help send the 
comfort, the counsel, and the 
challenge of the Scrip- 
tures into upwards of 
fifty countries, in 
three hundred 
languages. 
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Sample Lesson on Application 
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UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
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A Postcard =xter ten 


TORREY’'S Famous Vest-Pocket Hace 


GIST OF LESSONS 1933 FREE 


If You Have Never Used It Before !— 


make a list (on a postcard will do) of 12 or more 
Sunday School teachers or officers of your acquaint- 
ance, and send it to us for an introductory copy of 
Torrey’s Gist of the Lessons (International) 1933. 
Absolutely Sree and postpaid, 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK. 


‘WORLD WIDE CALL TO PRAYER FOR 
THE COMING REVIVAL” 


A searching arraignment of present spiritual conditions 








~ in thé church and world; instances of Bible and modern 


men who prayed and believed; and a definite plan of in- 
tercession and covenant.of prayer which, when mailed 
to us; makes it poedibte for us to help you individually 

our inte s. 16 pages, envelope 
size. Write at once for free sample copy of this illumin- 


ating booklet. TAYLOR TRACT 1ETY, 232 
East Walton Place, Chicago, Illinois. 





__——_—__—_——<—<<<_=<. | 
Quick Relief! 


For rashes and all forms of itching, 
burning, disfiguring skin irritations. 
Cuticura Ointment 


Price 2c. Sample free of ‘‘Cuticura,” Dept. B, 
Malden, Mass. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished'-weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 


for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add S®@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 
Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad 
in the United States and Possessions. 


‘These rates include postage. 


_75 cents—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 

‘ The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Victorious Life Conference in 
New York City 


VICTORIOUS Life Conference will 

be held at Calvary Baptist Church, 
123 West Fifty-seventh Street, New York 
City, over the week-end of January 6-8, 
There will be meetings on Friday at 8 
P, M., Saturday afternoon and evening, 
and on Sunday at 11 A. M. and 8 P. My 
The Sunday morning and evening serv- 
ices will be broadcast from _ station 
WQAO, New York, 1010 kilocycles, 297 
meters. The speakers will be Will H. 
Houghton, D.D., pastor of the Calvary 
Baptist Church; Addison C. Raws of 
Keswick, N. J.; and Charles G. Trum- 
bull, Editor of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
TIMES, ~ 


Christian Boys’ Winter Camp 
WINTER camp for boys from 
twelve to twenty years of age will 

be held from Wednesday, December 28, 

to Saturday, December 31, at the “Come- 


Inn” at Tompkins Cove, New York, near | 


Bear Mountain and. the Palisade Inter- 
state Park. The small hotel will be char- 
tered for the camp, so that there will be 
no other guests there at that time. There 
will be fine opportunities for winter 
sports, Christian fellowship, and Bible 
study. The director of the camp is Al- 
fred A. Kunz, who is also director of a 
Christian boys’ summer camp at Deer- 
foot Lodge in the Adirondacks, which 
has been mentioned in THE SuNpbDAy 
ScHoo, Times. The fee for the outing 
at Bear Mountain will be $10 for each 
camper, and applicants should write at 
once to Alfred A. Kunz, 17 South Lyle 


Avenue, Tenafly, N. J 
we 


Memorizing Scripture 
for Personal Work 


HE Moody Bible institute Corre- 

spondence School announces the re- 
cent publication of a new course in 
Scripture memorizing which is available 
now. This new course, the title of which 
is “Scripture Memorizing for Personal 
Work,” has been prepared by the Rev. 
Oscar Lowry, well known as a Bible 
teacher and evangelist. The basis of 
the lessons is taken from the lectures 
given by Mr. Lowry at the Institute in 
the Day and Evening Schools. The 
course, consisting of ten lessons, covers 
not only the memorizing of Scripture, 
but also its application to personal evan- 
gelism, which will be of practical help 
to people of all ages in their own re- 
ligious work. It is the first course of 
its kind ever given by correspondence 
and is already proving very popular. 
Many examples of its application to 
Christian service are given, especially 
in personal soul-winning. 

Numbers of students who are already 
taking, or have finished, the course have 
expressed their gratitude for such an 
easy method of Scripture memorizing. 
One student reports having memorized 
more than 1,600 passages, with references, 
before completing the sixth lesson in 
the study. The course will be a boon 
to those who have never been able to 
retain in memory the passages from the 
Bible that they would like to have for 
instant use. Those who are interested 
are invited to write for full details to 
The Moody Bible Institute, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago. 


A Call for Prayer from Japan 


HOSE who are interested in the 

larger distribution of attractive Gos- 
pel tracts will be glad to learn that the 
two-colored tract, entitled “The Way of 
Life Made Plain,” by Norman H. Camp, 
has been translated into Japanese, and 
that arrangements are being made by the 
Mino Mission oi Ogaki, Gifu Ken, Japan, 
for the nation-wide distribution of. three 
million copies throughout that country. 
Already. the first million have © been 
printed, and are being distributed daily 
by Christians, pastors, evangelists, Bible 


‘women, Bible school ‘students, and mis- 





that thirteen new inquirers have been 
raised up through the reading of the 
tracts which he has distributed. 

This effective tract emphasizes the need 
of salvation (not religion), and the way 
of salvation, through the death and resur- 
rection of Christ, by a striking diagram 
featuring the cross at the parting of the 
two ways, and brings the reader to the 
important question: “‘Vhich way do you 
choose?” Miss Sadie .ca Weidner, the 
Superintendent of the Mino Mission, ear- 
nestly requests that Christians every- 
where pray that God will bless this large 
distribution of his Word, and use the 
tracts in the salvation of thousands of 
precious souls; also that the needed funds 
shall be supplied soon for the printing of 
the additional two million copies. Those 
who wish to share in this plan of giving 
the Gospel to “those who sit in darkness” 
may send their gifts to the American rep- 
resentative of the Mission, H. E. Smith, 
Box 181, Wheelersburg, Ohio. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 2 to 8 
Mon.—Matthew 4: 1-11. 
The Temptation of Jesus. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: The _ Lord’s 
threefold temptation may be considered 
as more than a historical fact. It may 
be taken also as a preview of his life- 
long victorious conflict in the three 
realms —the world, the flesh, and the 
Devil. He thus triumphed over the 
whole gamut of temptation. What he 
did for himself he is able and willing to 
do in, for, and through us. Pray: 
Live out Thy life within me, 
O Jesus King of kings; 
Be Thou Thyself the answer 
To all my questionings. 


The prayer request for today is that we 
remember the work of the World Do- 
minion Movement, devoted to world evan- 
gelization. Address Mildmay Conference 
Center, London, Eng., or 113 Fulton 
Street, New York City. 
Tues.—Luke 4:14-22. Jesus Preaching. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: ~ Dr, Timothy 
Dwight, one of the first Presidents of 
Yale beautifully sums up the character 
of the personal preaching of the Lord 
Jesus. He says that Christ preached 
“with perfect plainness and sincerity — 
exhibiting the most perfect modesty and 
delicacy — with entire boldness and in- 
tegrity— with singular official authority 
— with uniform patience, gentleness, and 
kindness—and also by His example.” 
Another. point, however, should be 
stressed, as the present lesson declares: 
He preached “in the power of the Spirit” 
(vs. 14,18). Pray for Spirit-filled min- 
isters of the Gospel, and for preaching 
that will take powerful hold upon hearers. 
Pray for the Latin America Evangeliza- 
tion Campaign, Miss Mary F. Pruitt, 
Assistant Secretary-Treasurer, 1213 N. 
Franklin Street, Philadelphia. 
Wed.—Mark 1: 12-20. The First Disciples. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The character 
of the first four disciples shines out in 
the sacred record. The call came to 
Simon and Andrew as they were “cast- 
ing a net into the sea” (v. 16), and 
“straightway they forsook their nets, and 
tollowed HIM” (v. 18). The summons 
came to James and to John his brother 
while they were “mending their nets,” 
and “they left their father Zebedee in 
the ship witkethe hired servants, and went 
after him” (vs. 10, 20). A prompt re- 
sponse to the call of the Lord Jesus not 
only pleases him but greatly enriches the 
lives of those who obey. A call came to 
others later who were of a less respon- 
sive spirit (see Luke 9:59-62). Pray 
that your response to the Lord Jesus, 
your gracious Saviour, may be as 
“straightway” as was that of the first 


sionaries. One Christian worker’ writes | disciples. Today we are to pray for the 
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Lithuanian Missionary Association, Mr. 
C. J. Stone, Treasurer, 1836 S. Halsted 
Street, Chicago. 


Thurs.—Jeremiah 1 : 1-10, 
Jeremiah Begins His Work. 
Prayer SuGcEstions: God formed and 
reformed Jeremiah. In the choice, call- 
ing, and commission of his servants God 
never makes a mistake. He overcomes 
the prophet’s reluctance by his gracious- 
ness in providing all-sufficient equipment 
for his work. He swept away his ex- 
cuses as so much rubbish, and made him 
as a flame of fire and as a brazen wall. 
The Lord turned the weakness of the 
prophet into strength by putting his own 
words into his mouth, and his own 
strength into his life. Pray that your 
reluctance may be conquered by God's 
willingness. Pray that he will put words 
into your mouth and the _ necessary 
strength into your heart. The special 
cause needing our prayers today is that 
of The Spezia Mission for Italy, the 
Rev. H. H. Pullen, General Director, 
Casa Alberta, Spezia, Italy. 
Fri.—Isaiah 6 : 1-10. 
Isaiah Begins His Work. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Dark were the 
days when God lit a bright lamp of hope 
in the person of Isaiah—the seraphic 
prophet. His real ministry began with “I 
saw ... the Lord!” The voice oi the 
seraphim moved the posts of the temple 
door, but it required a vision of the Lord, 
and the Word of the Lord to capitulate 
Isaiah’s heart door. A knowledge of 
God’s holiness is one of the fundamental 
prerequisites to effective service for God. 
The man who envisions the Lord will 
say: “Woe is me!” —and — Here am I!” 
Commission to the service of God fol- 
lowed cleansing. Pray to be “a vessel 
. » . meet for the master’s use, and pre- 
pared unto every good work” (2 Tim. 2: 
21). Pray for prayer conferences being 
held in different New England cities just 
now under the auspices of the Great Com- 
mission Prayer League, 808 N. La Salle 
Street, Chicago. 
Sat.—Acts 9: 10-20. Paul Begins His Work. 
Prayer SuGcestions: The life and 
labors of Saul of Tarsus up to his con- 
version, notwithstanding their religious 
color, were vain and sinful. His liie’s 
work really commenced when Ananias 
came to him in response to his Heaven- 
moving prayer. The ordaining hand of 
the Lord Jesus, attended by that of Ana- 
nias, inducting him into the apostolic of- 
fice. Putting his hands on him he said: 
“Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that 
appeared unto thee in the way as thou 
camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest 
receive thy sight, and be filled with the 
Holy Ghost” (vy. 17). Epochal moment! 
From that time on it was, “Not I; but 
Christ.” “Straightway he preached Christ 
in the synagogues, that he is the Son of 
God” (v. 20). Pray to realize more fully 
that God hears the “closet prayers” of 
his people, and anoints for service. Pray 


for the Regions Beyond Missionary 
Union, the Rev. H. S. Gammon, General 
Secretary, Harley House, 18 Woburn 


Square, London, W. C. 1, Eng. 
Sun.—Isaiah 11 : 1-9. 
The Work of Jesus Foretold. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The Lord Jesus 
Christ definitely declares himself to be 
the root and the offspring of David. “I 
am the root and the offspring of David, 
and the bright and morning star” (Rev. 
22:16). The portrait of Christ and the 
outline of his work which Isaiah drew 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
seven hundred years previous, were per- 
fectly filled in by our Lord in his person, 
word, and work. The preview of the 
coming Kingdom of our Lord which Isa- 
iah gives will be likewise fulfilled ac- 
cording to the Scriptural outline. For 
that great day creation groans, and we 
also yearn and expectantly wait. The 
world’s best King and Kingdom are yet 
to come. Pray, “Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). Pray for God's 
servants working in Chile, South Amer- 
ica, where political conditions are chang- 
ing almost daily, because of the wide- 
spread spirit of umrest. Pray that 
missionaries and native Christians may be 
adequately sustained during this time of 
unusual pressure. ~ 
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